


Welcome to Z F Connect Magazine

Dear friends,

As 5781 turns into 5782, we look 
back on what has been a difficult 
year for all of us, and forward 
to one which we hope is easier 
and better. Like many other 
charities, we have had our ups 
and downs, but we can certainly look forward to a 
brighter future. COVID-19 has changed everything, 
and whilst some of the adaptations we have had to 
make are here to stay, we otherwise look forward 
to returning to “business as normal” as much as 
possible.

5781 was my first full year in post as the Zionist 
Federation’s Executive Director. Although my main 
priority has been steering the organisation through 
a global pandemic, there have definitely been 
stand-out moments. We have welcomed a new 
Israeli Ambassador to the UK, hosted a number of 
exciting and engaging speakers for a number of 
very well attended virtual events, and continued to 
advocate for Israel through May’s rise in tensions 
and hostilities with Hamas. 

We also bid farewell to our former Chairman, Paul 
Charney, who stepped down from his position at 
the start of summer. We are immensely grateful 
to Paul for his years of service to the Zionist 
Federation, and wish him well in all of his future 
endeavours. 

Over the summer, we have been working hard to 
collate and edit this year’s issue of ZF Connect. 
To date, this is one of our best magazines yet. 
With exclusive interviews, human interest stories, 
and insights on Israeli culture and society, it offers 
something for everyone. I am sure you will enjoy it.

Looking forward, we intend to maintain and build 
on progress made in the past year. You can expect 
lots of events with a range of high-profile speakers, 
more Israel advocacy, and broader community 
engagement. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and 
all your families Shana Tova u’metuka; a happy and 
sweet new year. 

Steve Winston 

Executive Director, 
Zionist Federation of UK and Ireland
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Shalom friends,

Another year has passed as we look to welcome in 5782 this Rosh Hashanah. The past twelve months have been difficult 
for all of us, but I am enormously proud of everything the Zionist Federation has achieved, and I know will achieve, in 
the coming year. Despite a small staff team, we have maintained a high output of quality activities and programming 
that any communal organisation would be delighted with.

Through online events, we have welcomed the Abraham Accords which bring peace between Israel and several Arab 
countries including the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Morocco, and Sudan. Throughout the year we have continued 
to lobby for Israel across a range of forums. We campaigned against British participation in the anti-Semitic and anti-
Zionist “Durban IV” conference and were pleased that our efforts were heeded by the Foreign, Commonwealth & 
Development Office earlier this summer. Despite a national lockdown, we still ran our annual Lobby for Israel Day in 
Parliament alongside Christian Friends of Israel UK. For the first time ever, this was online and a great success. 

As part of our broader advocacy efforts, we have responded to Human Rights Watch’s deeply unfair April report on 
Israel and supported the work of activists across the UK and Ireland during Operation Guardian of the Walls in May. 
This culminated with a very well-attended rally held in support of Israel in Central London on the 23rd May. Over 2500 
people joined us on the day where we were graced by a range of speakers including the Israeli Ambassador to the United 
Kingdom, Tzipi Hotovely.

May was also the month that our former Chairman, Paul Charney, resigned his position. It is hard to do Paul justice 
in a few short sentences. A true leader, we were blessed to have been led by him for the past nine years. Paul’s vision, 
determination, and leadership will always be an asset to any team lucky enough to have him as a part of them. We 
would all like to wish him the very best of luck in his future endeavours.

This year, we have perhaps our best-ever edition of the Connect magazine. With sections on Advocacy, Politics, and 
Culture, our overall editorial approach was to include a balanced mix of British and Israeli voices focusing on lived 
experiences and some of today’s most pressing issues. This year’s contributors include British volunteers with the 
Israeli Army and Magen David Adom who were active during Operation Guardian of the Walls, the Israeli Embassy’s 
spokesman, and a yeshiva student whose time learning was spent in a state of lockdown. Other pieces look at Israel’s 
new relations with Arab states, an alcoholic drink which has been taking Israel by storm, and how to make better 
hummus. There will be something for everyone in this magazine.

Finally, a massive thanks go to our small staff and editorial team. Without Steve, Melissa, Dalia, Rowena, and Sigal, none 
of our work – including this magazine – would be possible. We are blessed with such accomplished colleagues.

I wish all of you a Shana Tova.

Yours faithfully,

Richard P .  Woolf
Acting Chair, Zionist Federation of UK and Ireland
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“President Herzog 
reflected on the family’s 
Zionist Federation-
organised tour, marking 
the centenary of their late 
father, and thanked us 
for our hard work to help 
make it an emotional and 
memorable trip.”

Continuing The Family Legacy - 
President Isaac Herzog

...........................................................
ARTICLE BY DALIA HAJIOFF

In July 2021, Isaac “Bougie” Herzog replaced Reuven “Ruvi” Rivlin as 
President of the State of Israel, continuing his family’s longstanding 
tradition of civic service. The eleventh holder of a largely ceremonial 

post, President Herzog was born in Tel Aviv in 1960. His father, the late 
Chaim Herzog, was a Dublin-born career Israeli Army officer who later 
worked as a lawyer and diplomat, representing Israel at the United 
Nations before also being elected President in 1983. He served in this 
role for two terms until his retirement in 1993. Bougie’s grandfather, 
Yitzhak HaLevi Herzog, was born in Poland in 1888, and went on to 
serve as Ireland’s first Chief Rabbi. Making Aliyah in 1936, he became 
the then British Mandate of Palestine’s second Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi 
following the death of his predecessor, becoming the State of Israel’s 
first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi in 1948.

President Herzog spent his formative years living in both Israel and 
America. He was primarily educated in the United States, attending 
the Religious Zionist and Modern Orthodox Ramaz School in New York 
before undertaking further studies at Cornell University, New York State 
University, and the University of Tel Aviv where he earned a degree in law. 
A veteran of the Israeli Army, he served in an elite military intelligence unit 
where he retired with the rank of Major.

A lawyer by training and profession, President Herzog’s first significant 
role in Israeli government was Government Secretary under then Prime 
Minister, Ehud Barak, from 1999 to 2001. He subsequently served 

The Herzog 100 delegation at the Depart-
ment of Foreign in Dublin

ZF Events Manager Dalia Hajioff with former ZF Executive Director Arieh Miller with Isaac 
Herzog at Stormont House, Belfast 2019

Isaac Herzog addressing the guest in Iveagh House, Dublin

as Chairman of the Anti-Drug 
Authority until 2003 before 
entering the Knesset in that 
year’s election. Representing the 
Labour Party, he held a number 
of ministerial portfolios including 
Housing and Construction, 
Tourism, Diaspora, Society and 
the Fight Against Antisemitism, 
and Welfare and Social Services. 

Following an earlier unsuccessful 
attempt in 2011, President Herzog 
became Leader of the Labour 
Party and Opposition in 2013, 
replacing Shelley Yachimovich. 
During his five years as Leader of 
the Opposition, much of his work 
focused on promoting peace 
between Israelis and Palestinians 
and presenting himself as an 
effective alternative to then Prime 
Minister Netanyahu. Notably, 
one of his first meetings in this 
role was held in Ramallah with 
President of the Palestinian 
Authority, Mahmoud Abbas.

In June 2018, President Herzog 
was elected Chairman of the 

The Herzog Family outside the family home in Belfast.

Jewish Agency and ceased acting 
as Leader of the Opposition and 
Labour Party the following month. 
While at the Jewish Agency, 
he prioritised supporting new 
immigrants with their Aliyah, 
strengthening links between 
the State of Israel and Diaspora 
Jewish communities, and fighting 
the rising phenomenon of anti-
Semitism.  Together, these 
experiences make President 
Herzog perhaps one of the best-
prepared candidates for his new 
office in recent years. 

To celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of Chaim Herzog’s 

birth, the Zionist Federation, 
together with the World Zionist 
Organisation, coordinated a 
3-day tour of Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland. The 
trip included a visit to the places 
where Chaim Herzog was born 
and grew up, as well as events 
hosted at the Northern Irish 

assembly at Stormont, Belfast 
synagogue, the Irish Foreign 
Office, and a meeting with the 
Irish President, Michael Higgins. 
The ZF were very proud to have 
the opportunity to plan all the 
logistics and accompany Isaac 
and his siblings – Michael, 
Ronit and Joel – on the trip. The 
meetings during the tour were 
facilitated by Steven Jaffe of 
Northern Ireland Friends of Israel 
and Maurice Cohen, Chair of the 
Jewish Representative Council of 
Ireland 

Afterwards President Herzog 
reflected on the family’s Zionist 
Federation-organised tour, 
marking the centenary of their 
late father, and thanked us for 
our hard work to help make it 
an emotional and memorable 
trip. He is a longstanding friend 
and supporter of the Zionist 
Federation, and we are delighted 
to see him taking up this post 
and wish him the best of success 
during his tenure.
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POLITICS

Charedi attitudes to Zionism

My visibly Jewish brother often feels quite uncomfortable walking 
outside of London’s more Jewish neighbourhoods. This has 
gotten worse during the recent conflict in Gaza with comments 

like “give back Palestine” directed towards him on public transport. My 
brother would happily return Palestine, but as it happens, he wasn’t the 
one who took it, nor does he know where those who have, are storing it.

You may be forgiven for thinking that when I said “visibly Jewish” I meant 
knitted kippah with eye-catching Star of David embroidery, or perhaps 
a bold, dangling Israel-shaped necklace, protruding from beneath a 
half-unbuttoned shirt. Why else would his appearance elicit that kind of 
political response? 

Well, no. My brother is Chasidic, dressed in a white shirt, black-velvet 
kippa, and a face graced by a beard and side-locks. Not only do 
Chasidim not support Zionism, many of them, including the sect that my 
brother and I grew up in (Satmar), are actively opposed to Zionism and to 
Israel as a state. In fact, outside the Israeli Embassy in London – as well 
as in other countries with large Chasidic  populations – you can regularly 
see dozens and sometimes hundreds and thousands of Chasidic  Jews 
protesting against Israel and its actions. Not that harassing Jews about 
the actions of Israel is ever OK, but if you end up targeting anti-Zionist 
Jews because they often look the most visibly Jewish, then you really do 
need to educate yourself about the difference between Jews and Israel.

People often find it quite surprising to learn that some of the most 
traditional and fervently observant Jews are not very enthusiastic about 
the whole Zionist project. Especially for those educated in the religious 
Zionist environment, where Zionism is intimately tied with the age-old 
quest for the Messiah and where love of Israel comes from it being the 
Holy Land and G-d’s Promised Land, it can be a mystery as to why their 
strictly-Orthodox, or Charedi, counterparts don’t connect with that. Do 
they not believe that G-d has promised the Land to the Jewish People? 
Won’t the Redemption involve the Ingathering of Exiles and the return of 
Jewish Sovereignty? 

Firstly, Charedim, just like all other traditional Jewish denominations, 
absolutely believe in the holiness of the Land of Israel and in its special 
connection to the Jewish People. Just like Jews have been doing for 
thousands of years, they pray for the rebuilding of Jerusalem and for 
its return to Jewish hands in every one of the three daily prayers. Just 
like other Jews, they smash a glass at every wedding in remembrance 
of Jerusalem and, perhaps a well less known practice, they leave a 
square of unpainted wall prominently in the home in mourning over the 

“mainstream Charedi 
theology does not accept 
that the Zionist efforts of 
the last century and a half 
have anything to do with 
this redemption of exile or 
the coming of the Messiah” 

Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (better known 
as the Chafetz Chaim)

...........................................................
ARTICLE BY IZZY POSEN

A graduate of the University of 
Bristol where he read Physics 
and Philosophy, Izzy Posen 
originally grew up as a Satmar 
Chasid in the closed community 
of Stamford Hill. His main 
interests are philosophy, freedom 
of speech, and Charedi Studies.

destroyed Temple. Charedim 
yearn for the coming of the 
Messiah and pray for the Jewish 
return to the Land of Israel.

However, mainstream Charedi 
theology does not accept that the 
Zionist efforts of the last century 
and a half have anything to do 
with this redemption of exile 
or the coming of the Messiah. 
Traditionally, the Jews were exiled 
from the Land of Israel due to 
their sins and they will return to 
it once they have repented and 
atoned for them. Ultimately, it is 
G-d who will decide when the 
time is right, and then he will send 
his messiah – a man of holiness 
and godliness – to redeem his 
people, bring them back to the 
Land and rebuild the Temple. 

For Charedim, the redemption is 
an altogether spiritual and godly 
affair, not a political one. It is 

about returning G-d’s glory to the 
world, in an event that will leave 
no doubt in anyone’s mind about 
who created and runs the world. 
The coming of the Messiah is 
an apocalyptic event which will 
disrupt the current world-order 
and bring about a completely new 
era, an era when “every creature 
will know that G-d created him, 
and all who have breath in their 
nostrils will say, Hashem, the 
G-d of the Jews, is King and His 
Kingdom rules all” (from a well-
known Rosh Hashanah prayer). 
The Messiah will rebuild the 
Temple, where animal and grain 
sacrifices will once again be 
made, as described in Leviticus. 

So it is easy to see why the pre-
Holocaust Charedi leadership 
were not impressed by the Zionist 
movement, primarily led by 
atheists and secularists, with the 
intention of creating a secular, 

political entity. Nor were Charedim 
impressed by the State of Israel 
– a secular democratic state – as 
opposed to the hoped for Jewish 
theocracy. This is not the coming 
of the Messiah and this is not the 
redemption. We’re still in exile, so 
keep repenting and keep praying.

But many Charedi leaders went 
further than simply not supporting 
Zionism. Before the Holocaust 
most saw it is a threat to 
traditional Judaism, by subverting 
it and replacing religion and 
observance with nationalism 
and secular identity. The Chafetz 
Chayim – Charedi Judaism’s 
preeminent pre-Holocaust leader 
– even spoke of taking up arms 
in the fight against the Zionists 
and he helped set up a powerful 
organisation – the Agudat Yisrael 
– to fight the influence of Zionism. 

Following the Holocaust and 
the establishment of the State 
of Israel, most of the Charedi 
leadership accepted the de facto 
reality of the State and went into 
harm-minimisation mode, using 
democratic methods to exert 
their influence on the State. To 
this day, most Charedim engage 
with Israel’s political system in 
order to push for their religious 
needs and to fight for the State’s 
religious character. Charedim 

accept that Israel exists, many 
even love Israel and see it as 
important for the protection of 
the Jewish people, but few would 
describe themselves as Zionists 
and even fewer see the State of 
Israel as the embodiment of the 
Redemption or the coming of the 
Messiah, since the Temple has 
not yet been rebuilt and G-d’s 
glory not yet revealed.

But some Charedi groups, 
notably Satmar chasidim, still 
see opposition to Zionism and 
to the State of Israel as central 
to their Judaism. For them, 
Zionism is actually the reason 
why the Messiah’s arrival has 
been delayed and even why G-d 
let the Holocaust happen. Only 
a dismantling of the “evil” State 
of Israel would allow the true 
redemption to take place. 

Returning to the anecdote that 
I opened with, despite Satmar’s 
staunch opposition to the State 
of Israel, they – as very visible 
Jews – are often targeted by 
anti-Semites in response to 
Israel’s action. Whilst I think that 
only anti-Semites are to be held 
responsible for anti-Semitism, 
Satmar often accuses Israel of 
stoking anti-Semitism against 
Jews around the world. Whether 
we agree with that or not, it is 
unfortunate that the most anti-
Zionist Jews often end up bearing 
the brunt of the backlash against 
Israel’s actions. We can certainly 
sympathise with them for that.
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POLITICS

How Israeli politics works 

Israel is a fascinating country to 
analyse politically. As one of the 
most liberal democracies in the 

Middle East and rare in having an 
unwritten constitution, it has plenty 
to set it apart from other countries. 
However, at times it can appear 
confusing and hard to properly 
understand. This article will offer an 
overview of how Israel is governed, 
as well as how its branches of 
government (legislature, executive, 
and judiciary) interact with each 
other. The country’s presidency will 
also be discussed.

Elections
Israel uses proportional represent- 
ation for its national elections. This 
system ensures that the proportion 
of votes a party receives directly 
correlates to the number of seats 
they are allocated. Whilst arguably a 
very pure form of democracy, it does 
effectively preclude the possibility 
of one party from gaining a majority, 
and is arguably a major contributing 
factor to the country’s ongoing  
political instability.

This challenge is resolved through 
the forming of coalitions. This 
phenomena tends to be most 
common in countries that use 
proportional representation. One 
of proportional representation’s 
advantages is that the governments 
it produces tend to serve the interest 
of a wider range of people. However, 
legislation can be harder to pass as 
potential laws must be diluted so 
that they are acceptable to several 
political parties. Former National 
Security Advisor, Giora Eiland, 
described formulating policy in 
Israel as being “like writing poetry 
while standing on a ball”.

Executive
Israel’s executive branch 
(government) is led by its Prime 
Minister who chairs the country’s 
Cabinet. It is mainly comprised of 
ministers who lead government 
departments responsible for a range 
of specific issues. Every member 
of the executive must be approved 
by the Knesset (Israel’s legislative 
body) ensuring a level of consensus 

exists between the branches of 
government. 

Within the Cabinet, the Prime 
Minister makes significant decisions 
on domestic and foreign policy. A 
smaller select group of ministers 
form the Security Cabinet which 
designs and implements foreign 
policy and defence strategy. It is 
particularly influential in times of 
war and other national crises when 
it is expected to work in a fast and 
reactive manner.

Legislature 
Israel’s parliament, known as the 
Knesset, is the country’s legislative 
branch and body. Unlike the United 
Kingdom, it is unicameral (single-
chambered). The Knesset has 120 
members who are elected on a 
national level using proportional 
representation. The Knesset can 
enact and repeal all laws with a 
simple majority. This differs from 
America’s Congress which requires 
supermajorities to conduct much of 
its business. 

The Knesset has a range of powers 
including supervising government 
committees, approving a Cabinet, 
removing the President from 
incumbency, and dissolving itself 
to allow for new elections. Israel’s 
general condition of political 
instability and weak governments 
with small majorities has meant that 
no Knesset has sat for a full four-year 
term since 1988’s election. 

The Knesset hosts debates on 
policy, government statements, 
motions for the agenda, motions 
of no-confidence, and more 
general queries. All of these 
usually culminate in a vote. It also 
operates a number of committees 
which scrutinise governmental and 
ministerial activities. 

Judiciary
The judiciary is Israel’s third 
branch of government. Its courts 
are responsible for a range of 
cases including those brought by 
citizens against each other, the state 
against citizens, and citizens against 

the state. It is comprised of both 
secular and religious courts, and is 
independent of political influence. 

In order of precedence, cases may be 
heard at basic trial courts overseen 
by magistrates, district courts, and 
a Supreme Court. The Supreme 
Court’s rulings are binding on 
all lower courts. Religious courts 
have jurisdiction over areas such 
as kashrut and an individual’s 
halachic status, while five regional 
labour courts rule over employment 
matters.

The Presidency
Israel’s President holds an almost 
entirely ceremonial role, with 
real political power lying in the 
executive and legislative branches of 
government. Key functions include 
signing new laws, consenting to 
the dissolution of the Knesset, and 
overseeing official appointments 
such as the Governor of the Bank 
of Israel. Practically speaking, the 
President’s most important role is 
overseeing the formation of new 

governments, with the leader of the 
party who has won the most seats 
being invited to have a first attempt 
at forming a coalition.

The President is elected by the 
Knesset and serves for one seven-
year term. Any Israeli citizen may 
stand for the presidency, but all 
recent Presidents have previously 
served in national politics. These 
include the late Shimon Peres, 
Reuven Rivlin, and – most recently – 
Isaac Herzog.

...........................................................
ARTICLE BY EMMA LEVY

Emma Levy is a sixth former at 
Haberdashers’ Aske’s School 
for Girls in Elstree. She is 
studying A-Level Government 
and Politics, and has a keen 
interest in all things political and 
diplomatic.
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POLITICS

NAFTALI BENNETT 
Profile 

In 2020, it seemed unlikely that 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s 12-year 
stint as the Prime Minister 

of Israel would be ended by a 
younger and outwardly religious 
rival. However, this was the exact 
outcome of March 2021’s election 
when he was replaced by Naftali 
Bennett. Previously a successful 
tech entrepreneur who partly 
grew up in North America before 
serving in the IDF as a special 
forces operator and officer, the 
49-year-old is also one of the 
richest Israeli Prime Ministers to 
date, with an estimated net worth 
of approximately $10 million USD.

Mr Bennett is already an Israeli 
political veteran, and served as Mr 
Netanyahu’s Chief of Staff from 
2006 to 2008 before running for 
and entering the Knesset in 2013. 
Following his previous departure 
from Likud, he joined the Jewish 
Home party which he was elected 
to lead prior to 2013’s election. 
Enjoying early successes and 
winning 12 seats, Mr Bennett was 
invited to join Mr Netanyahu’s 
government and held a variety 
of ministerial posts until 2019. 
During this period he served 
as Minister of the Economy, 
Jerusalem and Diaspora Affairs, 
Religious Services, Education, 
and Defence. 

In 2019, Mr Bennett left the 
Jewish Home party to establish 
“the New Right” with long-time 
ally and colleague, Ayelet Shaked. 
The New Right failed to win any 
seats in April 2019’s election, ...........................................................

ARTICLE BY THE ZF TEAM

“By holding such a wide 
number of ministerial 
portfolios since 2013, 
his knowledge of Israel’s 
governance is broader 
than that of many previous 
Prime Ministers” 

Naftali Bennett during his military service as a special forces operator and officer (photo 
undated)

Naftali Bennett and his family in the Knesset, June 2021.

leading to Mr Bennett losing his ministerial portfolios. However, this 
setback was short-lived. Another election followed allowing Mr Bennett 
to re-enter the Knesset, this time with the new “Yamina” party which was 
itself an alliance of smaller right-wing parties. Whilst briefly led by Ms 
Shaked, this position was swiftly transferred to Mr Bennett, who remains 
the party’s leader to the present day.

Further elections were held in 2020 and 2021. Whilst the first of these 
was ultimately inconclusive, 2021 was the point at which the threat of 
a fifth election in two years finally forced an anti-Netanyahu coalition 
to come together. After Mr Netanyahu failed to present President Rivlin 
with a viable coalition, this task was passed onto Yair Lapid of Yesh 
Atid. Having previously allied together in 2013, he again reached out 
to Mr Bennett. With the support of a wide range of other left and right-
wing parties, a new unity-based coalition was formed with the position 
of Prime Minister to be shared on a two year rotational basis. Under the 
current agreement, Mr Bennett will serve as Prime Minister until 2023 
when he will be replaced by Mr Lapid.

As Prime Minister, Mr Bennett brings a new outlook to the office. 
In contrast to Mr Netanyahu, he is younger and has a professional 
background. He also seems far more conciliatory, having demonstrated 
a rare ability to develop bipartisan relationships and bridge political gaps 
which were previously viewed as irreconcilable. By holding such a wide 
number of ministerial portfolios since 2013, his knowledge of Israel’s 
governance is broader than that of many previous Prime Ministers. 

While certainly cut from a right-
wing cloth, Mr Bennett’s agenda 
is surprisingly wide-reaching. 
He will likely focus policies on 
ensuring that all groups within 
Israeli society can access 
educational opportunities, 
increasing the availability of 
affordable housing, and reducing 
the ever-rising cost of basic 
foodstuffs. If previous economic 
policies are anything to judge 
by, Israel may refocus from 
the European Union towards 
emerging markets, seek new 
free trade deals, and promote 
investment in and trade with 
African, Asian, and Latin 
American countries. This is 
likely in no small part due to the 
European Union’s perceived 
unfriendliness towards Israel as 

a result of continued settlement 
building.

Mr Bennett has previously 
claimed to be even “more right-
wing” than Mr Netanyahu, 
particularly with regards to his 
views on Palestinian statehood. 
He is vehemently opposed to 
the prospect of Palestinian 
independence and fiercely 

criticised his predecessor’s policy 
of somewhat slowing settlement 
building in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem. It is highly likely 
that as Prime Minister, he will 
support and encourage further 
settlement building in these areas. 
While the viability of this proposal 
remains to be seen, Mr Bennett 
has also previously supported 
extending Israeli sovereignty 
over 60% of the West Bank by 
annexing Area C.

Despite having once worked 
with Mr Netanyahu, Mr Bennett 
will most likely be a very 
different Prime Minister. More 
technocratic and perhaps worldly, 
he is younger and will bring a 
fresh approach to this office, 
moderated by diverse centrist and 
left-wing coalition partners. It is 
hard to predict how the next two 
years of Israeli politics will pan 
out, but they certainly promise to 
be very interesting.

Naftali Bennett with other Yamina MKs
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“How meaningful these 
normalisation deals have 
been vary from country to 
country.”

FOREIGN POLICY 
in the post-Netanyahu era

In many ways, a post-Netanyahu 
Israel was unimaginable until 
the day it happened. During 

his twelve years as Israel’s Prime 
Minister from 2009 to 2021, Mr 
Netanyahu established a paradigm 
where the possibility of him being 
replaced was near inconceivable. 
Under any other Prime Minister, 
Israel’s safety could not be 
guaranteed, or so went the party 
line. This argument vindicated 
itself on a near daily basis. During 
this period Israel only undertook 
one major military operation in 
the Gaza Strip involving a ground 
incursion, the Syrian and Lebanese 
borders remained relatively quiet 
despite bitter civil wars and internal 
unrest, and Iran’s nuclear ambitions 
remained in check.

While twelve of years of quiet (as 
opposed to elusive peace) was 
certainly one of Mr Netanyahu’s 
greatest achievements in office, 
perhaps even greater are Israel’s 
diplomatic advances in the Arab 

Joint U.S.-Israeli delegation meets with 
King Mohammed VI of Morocco on 
December 22, 2020

Israeli Culture and Sport Minister Miri Regev, right, shakes hands with Mohamed Bin 
Tha’loob Al Derai, President of UAE Wrestling Judo & Kickboxing Federation.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, UAE Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan 
and Bahrain Foreign Minister Abdullatif al-Zayani

and Islamic world. In the space of 
four months between August and 
December 2020, an unprecedented 
four Arab countries normalised 
their relationship with Israel. 
What began with the so-called 
“Abraham Accords” that bought 
Jerusalem together with Abu Dhabi 
and Manama of the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain respectively, 
soon expanded to include Khartoum 
(Sudan) and Rabat (Morocco). 

How meaningful these normalisation 
deals have been vary from country 
to country. While de jure not 
recognising Israel, Morocco’s de 
facto relationship with the Jewish 
state had been quite the opposite 
for a number of years. Israeli 
tourists freely visited cities and sites 
associated with its historic Jewish 
community, and seldom encountered 
passport-based challenges while 
entering the country. With so many 
Israeli tourists visiting Morocco each 
year, normalisation merely simplified 
a pre-existing relationship by 

allowing for easier trade and direct 
flights between the two countries. 
America also incentivised this by 
recognising Morocco’s longstanding 
territorial claim to the Western 
Sahara, which was a significant 
political victory for Rabat.

Sudan’s decision to normalise 
its relationship with Israel can 
best be described as begrudging, 
following decades of mutually 
unfriendly foreign and security 
policy. Historically, Khartoum was 
one of Iran’s few Sunni Arab allies. 
Both states had experienced Islamic 
revolutions creating somewhat 
of a shared common identity, 
and arguably, affinity for Islamist 
terrorist groups such as Hamas 
and Al Qaeda. Throughout the 
1990s, Sudan sheltered Al Qaeda’s 
leadership (including Osama Bin 
Laden) and at one point issued 

passports to Hamas’s leadership. 
It is also likely that Iran offloaded 
weaponry destined for the Gaza 
Strip on Sudan’s shores before it 
was smuggled north into Egypt and 
through the Sinai Peninsula. Israel is 
thought to have conducted air strikes 
on Gaza-bound smuggling convoys 
within Sudan, while its naval special 
forces are also rumoured to have 
been active in the country.

These actions, along with the 
Darfuri genocide, led to Sudan being 
placed on a US State Department’s 
blacklist of state sponsors of 
terrorism and extensive international 
sanctioning. For years, the Sudanese 
economy languished. Despite a 
partial lifting of sanctions in 2017, 
economic conditions remained 
poor and were a key factor behind 
2019’s popular revolution which 
resulted in a new government led 
by a Transitional Military Council. 
One of the Transitional Military 
Council’s key objectives was to 
have Sudan removed from the State 
Department’s ‘State Sponsors 
of Terrorism’ list, and it appears 
that the United States insisted on 
Khartoum’s recognition of Israel 
as a condition for this to happen. 
After agreeing to recognise Israel 
in December 2020, Sudan was 
duly removed from this list, and a 

memorandum of understanding 
between Sudan and the US was 
signed the following month, clearing 
Khartoum’s arrears with the World 
Bank, allowing it to benefit from $1 
billion in loans per annum.

In the case of the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain, relationships 
with Israel are far more important 
and meaningful than either Sudan 
or Morocco. Both Gulf states 
compete with Iran for hegemony in 
the Persian Gulf, and share Israel’s 
antagonistic relationship with 
Tehran. For years, Israel has quietly 
collaborated with the UAE and 

Bahrain on a range of security issues, 
mostly but not wholly relating to 
Iran. These covert contacts were so 
successful that they created a space 
where Israeli athletes, interfaith 
activists, and even government 
officials could overtly visit Bahrain 
and the UAE, most prominently 
Miri Regev (then Israel’s Sports and 
Culture Minister) in 2018. 

In many ways, the signing of the 
Abraham Accords is a natural 
extension of these mutually warm 
ties and allows for even more 
benefits in the realms of commerce, 
scientific research and innovation, 
and of course regional security. 
Normalisation opens the space for 
opportunities such as increased 
intelligence sharing and joint 
military operations and training 
exercises. With Iran as a shared 
enemy, this is of huge significance 
and will likely manifest itself in the 
Persian Gulf and even Yemen. 

The Abraham Accords are significant 
and momentous in that they 
break with, and indeed shatter the 
accepted orthodoxy that the road 
to peace in the Middle East runs 
through Ramallah and Gaza. For 
years, powerbrokers including the 
United States and Arab League 
have insisted that a final regional 
peace settlement could only take 
place once a two state solution was 
realised. While well-intentioned, 
it overlooked the salient fact that 

 Israeli Intelligence Minister Eli Cohen (L) meets with Sudanese Defense Minister Yassin 
Ibrahim in Khartoum on January 25, 2021
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“The Abraham Accords 
are significant and 
momentous in that they 
break with, and indeed 
shatter the accepted 
orthodoxy that the road 
to peace in the Middle 
East runs through 
Ramallah and Gaza.”

the dream for Palestinian statehood 
could never advance once Fatah 
and Hamas divisions, and a highly 
corrupt Palestinian Authority 
were factored and accounted for. 
Almost unimaginable quantities of 
international aid have been lavished 
on the Palestinian cause since the 
1940s with very little to show for. 
Quite simply, it appears that Arab 
states are tiring of supporting it 
when the benefits of normalising 
relations with Israel are far greater. 

Much like Egypt in the 1970s, 
Sudan’s normalisation with Israel 
is not popular at a grassroots level. 
It is highly unlikely that a “warm 
peace” will be realised with all hotels 

mandated to open a kosher kitchen, 
as was seen with the UAE. Rather, 
the real term costs of clinging to 
a largely discredited ideological 
cause which offered little more 
than symbolic benefit had become 
unsustainable. In short, showing 
solidarity with Palestinians had 
become the country’s final obstacle 
to accessing desperately needed 
financial relief. In the case of 
Bahrain, the UAE, and Morocco, 
formalising a de facto relationship 
opened the gates to significant 
financial and security benefits which 
would otherwise have remained 
unavailable. 

Looking forward, it is unlikely 
that the Abraham Accords will 
expand under Israel’s current 
government. In no small part were 
they only possible because of then 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s close 
friendship with then President 
of the US, Donald J Trump. The 
Trump administration’s natural 
predeliction towards Israel, 
combined with the President’s own 
commercial background, lent itself 
to a particular kind of uniquely 
transactional diplomacy. Rather than 
working towards ideological and 
philosophical ideals, as had been the 
case under President Obama, the 

From left, President of UAE Judo & Wrestling Federation Mohamed Bin Tha’loob al Derai, Israeli Sports and Culture Minister Miri Regev, 
81kg winner Sagi Muki, and International Judo Federation President Marius Vizer. Photo courtesy of IJF

Trump administration was willing 
to offer partners attractive prizes in 
return for meeting certain foreign 
policy objectives. Be that the lifting 
of sanctions or favourable resolution 
of a territorial dispute, these 
incentives seemed to work.

It is likely that business will 
return to ‘normal’ under a Biden 
presidency, with promoting a two 
state solution taking primacy over 
bilateral relationship-building 
between Israel and individual Arab 
and Islamic states as was the case 
under President Trump. Attempts to 
revive US-Iranian relations will also 
likely strain the relationship between 
Jerusalem and Washington. Within 
Israel, Prime Minister Bennett’s 
first priority is navigating the 
country through an uncertain post-
Netanyahu era as it recovers from the 
effects of Covid-19. As the Abraham 
Accords achieved in months what 
previously took decades, the new 
government may well rest on its 
laurels for the time-being. Peace is 
welcome, but now is the time to look 
inwards and focus on arguably long-
neglected domestic challenges.

THE POST-NETANYAHU
Israeli left 

If Abraham Lincoln’s Cabinet was famously “a team of rivals”, it is 
difficult to know how to describe that of Naftali Bennett. While Israel’s 
highly proportional electoral system has on occasion forced some 

strange bedfellows into government together, it is difficult to think of a 
coalition as ideologically disparate as that which took power over the 
summer. A government led by Bennett would once have been the stuff of 
nightmares for many on the left, but I am optimistic about the prospects 
of the new “government of change”.

Of course, the new government chiefly coalesced from a desire to 
displace Netanyahu from office. That desire was the right one. He may 
have earned a place in the history books as Israel’s longest-serving 
Prime Minister, but Netanyahu’s legacy is not a positive one. He has left 
the Jewish state more divided at home. He has bequeathed a politics 
and public debate more coarse and toxic. And, by his cosying up to the 
Republican Party and President Trump, he has damaged the bipartisan 
consensus in Washington which is so vital to Israel’s security. 

POLITICS

Yair Lapid, Naftali Bennett, and Mansour Abbas signing the current government’s coalition 
agreement.

The new government’s ideological 
diversity – so key to ejecting 
Netanyahu – is now a potential 
source of strength. The Israeli 
writer Yossi Klein Halevi has 
rightly labelled it a “coalition of 
the courageous”. “Each leader 
who has led his or her party 
into this strange and unwieldy 
government has taken a risk,” 
he wrote in June. “The hard left 
Meretz has empowered the hard 
right Yamina, and Yamina has 
enraged much of its base by 
partnering with Meretz. Yisrael 
Beitenu, which not long ago 
accused Arab Israelis of treason, 
has embraced the Islamist party, 
Ra’am, as a coalition partner; and 
Ra’am, whose founding charter 
calls Zionism racism, has joined a 
Zionist government.”

I take particular pleasure that 
two of the British Labour’s sister 
parties, HaAvoda and Meretz, 
are now back in government. 
Under the inspiring leadership 
of Merav Michaeli, who now 
serves as Transport Minister in 
the new administration, the Israeli 
Labour Party has been politically 
revitalised and, after a series of 
disappointing election results, 
appears to be on the path to 
recovery. 

Michaeli’s call during March’s 
election for a “pink-collar 
revolution” and pledges to 
invest “in the women who work 
as caregivers in Israel: the 
teachers, nurses, social workers, 
psychologists in the public 
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“The new government’s 
ideological diversity – so 
key to ejecting Netanyahu 
– is now a potential source 
of strength” 

service, all the women doing 
the emotional labour” helped 
the party to win more seats 
than it gained when it ran jointly 
with Meretz in the March 2020 
election. Her “feminist social 
democracy” was fleshed out with 
clear policy proposals to change 
the world of work by shortening 
the working week from 42 to 37 
hours, equalising paternity and 
maternity rights with a full year 
of parental leave, and better 
coordinating the school year 
with work schedules. This was 
supplemented by plans to provide 
all citizens with free education, 
from age one to university. Polling 
during the campaign suggested 
that up to 70% of the party’s 
prospective votes may have come 
from women. 

Michaeli’s still-early leadership of 
Labour (she only took the helm 
in January) may thus provide a 
model for other ailing and written-
off social democratic parties 
which are struggling to define 
their vision and purpose. Meretz 
is also back in government for the 
first time in 20 years. Its leader, 
Nitzan Horowitz, has become the 
Health Minister, while Issawi Frej 
– only the second Israeli-Arab to 
serve as a minister – heads the 
Regional Cooperation Ministry.

Frej’s appointment underlines 
another of the new government’s 

strengths: its diversity. Alongside 
Michaeli, it has, for instance, 
a record number of female 
ministers. It is also the first time 
that an Israeli-Arab party has 
chosen to formally participate in 
an Israeli government. 

Like many progressives, I 
disagree fundamentally with 
Ra’am’s social conservatism 
and abysmal record on LGBT+ 
issues. However, I hope that its 
participation in the government 
will help to tackle some of the 
deeply entrenched inequalities 
faced by Israeli-Arabs: the new 
government will, for instance, 
invest an unprecedented $16bn in 
Arab communities over the next 
few years. I also hope that it will 
pave the way for other Israel-Arab 
parties to play a greater role in 
Israel’s governance in the future. 
Of course, for those of us on 
the frontline of the battle against 
hard-left anti-Zionism, the sight 
of Israeli-Arabs taking their place 
at the heart of the Middle East’s 
healthiest liberal democracy is 
another powerful rebuttal to the 

pernicious apartheid lie. 

The coalition agreement suggests 
that the new government’s 
domestic agenda will have 
many elements, including 
an ambitious programme to 
tackle climate change and big 
increases in investment in public 
transport which much of the 
left will welcome. Despite the 
opt-out secured by Ra’am, the 
government’s pledge to use 
“all the tools at [its] disposal to 
advance the gay community’s 
rights” is similarly welcome.

Deep divisions mean that the 
government is unlikely to be able 
to agree any radical moves on 
the conflict between Israel and 
the Palestinians. However, Yair 
Lapid, the Foreign Minister and 
alternate Prime Minister, has 
signalled a more constructive 
approach than that adopted by 
the outgoing government. “We 
might not be expecting a final 
status agreement soon but there 
is a lot we can do to improve 
the lives of the Palestinians and 

the dialogue with them on civil 
issues,” he argued soon after 
taking office. This aspiration is 
symbolised by the government’s 
efforts to revise the Oslo-era Joint 
Economic Committee, which aims 
to promote economic progress 
and remove obstacles to the 
Palestinian Authority’s economic 
activity, but which hasn’t met 
since 2009. 

More widely, we have already 
seen a number of positive 
developments in Israel’s foreign 
policy. Lapid has, for instance, 
reversed the Netanyahu’s 
government’s barely concealed 
contempt for the EU and Joe 
Biden’s Democratic party, and has 

made a concerted effort to reach 
out to both. Yes, some European 
governments have consistently 
adopted a hostile approach 
towards Israel, but abandoning 
the rest of the EU to focus on the 
likes of the Orban government, 
with its dog-whistle antisemitism, 
was not only immoral but also 
counterproductive. Lapid’s desire 
to align Israel with mainstream 
European liberal democracies is 
the right one. 

Closer to home, Bennett and 
Lapid have made a concerted 
attempt to reduce the tense 

Israeli Minister for Transport and Leader of the Labour Party, Meirav Michaeli

Naftali Bennett

relationship between Israel and 
Jordan, agreeing to increase the 
Jewish state’s water sales to 
the Hashemite Kingdom, whilst 
also concluding an agreement 
to vastly increase Jordan’s 
potential exports to the West 
Bank. Bennett’s meeting with 
King Abdullah in June was the 
first between an Israeli Prime 
Minister and the monarch in 
over five years. Defence Minister 
Benny Gantz’s repeated offers 
of assistance to crisis-struck 
Lebanon – including a proposal 
for humanitarian aid via the 
UNIFIL peacekeeping mission – 
underline this welcome shift in 
tone.
 
There will inevitably be elements 
to this new government that the 
left will dislike – as will Bennett 
and Gideon Sa’ar’s supporters. 
But the sight of politicians 
compromising and seeking to 
advance goals where a broad 
consensus exists is an unusual 
– and positive – one in the 
current, highly polarised political 
era. After four elections in two 
years, Israelis may just come to 
appreciate it. 
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HOW TO ADVOCATE 
FOR ISRAEL

Active since 1899, the Zionist Federation proudly celebrates Israel and 
challenges its enemies in the United Kingdom and abroad. We are the 
UK and Ireland’s premier Israel advocacy and grassroots organisation, 

and have a strong record of planning and executing a range of campaigns with 
our cross-communal partners. While much of the UK’s pro-Israel advocacy 
is carried out by organisations such as the ZF, individual activists also play a 
crucial role in our line of work. This article will offer such activists tips on how 
they can effectively advocate for Israel.

“By gaining a clear 
understanding of your 
objectives, you will be 
able to plan a campaign 
more effectively as well as 
evaluate its success and 
learn key lessons for future 
endeavours. ”

OBJECTIVES 
Our first, and perhaps most important tip is to properly understand and 
establish what your campaign’s objectives are. Without this, it is often hard 
to conceive and deliver impactful activism. We recommend using the SMART 
formula here. SMART planning is common in business and political settings, 
and can help you establish if an objective is specific, measurable, achievable, 
realistic and relevant, and timebound. By gaining a clear understanding of 
your objectives, you will be able to plan a campaign more effectively, as well as 
evaluate its success and learn key lessons for future endeavours. 

TARGET AUDIENCES AND INFLUENCERS
Correctly identifying target audiences is an early and integral step in running 
any kind of campaign, especially in the realms of advocacy. This is particularly 

so for pro-Israel activists who may be 
managing or supporting campaigns 
with a very specific objective. 
While it is certainly easier to direct 
communications towards a generic 
and often sympathetic audience, this 
is unlikely to be impactful unless 
the said audience is in a position to 
influence an outcome the campaign 
is seeking. Ultimately, stakeholders 
with an interest in and power over 
a particular situation are the most 
likely to be able to effect change, 
so perhaps the most useful when 
identifying who campaigns should be 
pitched at.

FRIENDLY AND HOSTILE 
STAKEHOLDERS
Political campaign issues are 
inherently divisive, and in the Middle 
Eastern sphere particularly likely to 
incite passionate debate on either 
side of any divide. This naturally 
gives rise to a paradigm where a 
range of both friendly and hostile 
stakeholders will almost certainly 
be encountered. Whilst this can 
often seem overwhelming and even 
intimidating, it need not be a cause 
for concern when strategising. By 
considering a stakeholder’s levels 
of influence against how friendly or 
hostile they are, activists can often 

anticipate how they may respond 
to a particular campaign and plan 
accordingly. 

WORKING WITHIN A 
NETWORK
Being part of a large network of 
campaign groups is as much a 
blessing as anything else. This allows 
activists to pool resources, convene 
expertise, and share best practice. 
By operating in a silo, campaigners 
generally reduce their efficacy 
and likelihood of achieving their 
goals. Working in a more collegiate 
manner tends to increase impact, 
and often makes campaigns easier 
to run.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media is one of the most 
effective campaigning tools. Long 
gone are the days when sharing 
information was time-consuming 
and reliant on methods such as 
phone-calls and distributing printed 
literature. Not all platforms work 

in the same way, though. They also 
tend to have different user types 
which must be accounted for when 
planning how to use them. For 
example, Twitter is dominated by 
older users who often have more 
of an interest in news and current 
affairs than sharing videos of mass 
lip-synced dances. It is also one of 
the most direct ways to communicate 
with politicians and policy-
influencers, so would generally 
be a more effective platform for 
political campaigners than TikTok 
or Instagram. Tone matters, so it is 
important that content is tailored for 
the platform it is being shared on.
...........................................................
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“Also shocking was not 
only the impunity with 
which the Irish Parliament 
endorsed the demonisation 
of the Nation State of the 
Jewish people ”
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Ireland and Israel:
A painful case

On behalf of the team at the 
Ireland Israel Alliance, I 
am delighted to have this 

opportunity to wish you all a happy, 
healthy and safe Rosh Hashana.

As staunch supporters of the 
unalienable right of the Jewish 
people to a protected homeland in 
the State of Israel, we face many 

challenges here in Ireland. However, 
despite what outward appearances 
might suggest, we have a solid 
support base from individuals and 
organisations across our nation and 
from all sectors of society - both 
secular and religious and from across 
the political spectrum.
That said, Ireland’s unfortunate 
reputation as one of the most hostile 

countries towards Israel outside of 
the Middle East was surely justified 
when, in a truly shocking display of 
anti-Israel rhetoric broadcast from 
the Irish Parliament on 25th May, 
Ireland chose to stand against the 
world’s only Jewish state and most 
liberal democracy in the Middle East. 

Following what could be hardly 

termed a debate, a motion proposed 
by Sinn Féin and supported by 
Trócaire, Sadaka, Christian Aid 
and the Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions (ICTU), claiming that Israeli 
communities in Judea and Samaria 
constituted “de facto annexation”, 
gained unanimous approval. The 
Irish Parliament overwhelmingly 
endorsed Sinn Féin’s ignorant 
and bigoted views on the Jewish 
State, which included the claim that 
Israel was striving “to promote and 
perpetuate Jewish supremacy in the 
entire area between the River Jordan 
and the Mediterranean Sea”. 

Every charge was laid at the door 
of Israel, from genocide, complete 
with Holocaust distortions, 
ethnic cleansing and apartheid, to 
outrageous claims that “marauding 
gangs of Zionist militia… armed to 
the teeth with American, Russian, 
French and Canadian accents… 
roamed the streets claiming people’s 
homes and gardens in an effort to 
make Israel a Jewish only country.” 
 
Also shocking was not only the 
impunity with which the Irish 
Parliament endorsed the 
demonisation of the Nation State 
of the Jewish people, but that it 
is uniquely proud of the fact that 
Ireland is now an outlier within 
Europe and a potential trailblazer 
for further anti-Israel legislation. 

As the mainstreaming of efforts to 
demonise and delegitimise Israel 
grows, any pretense that Israel’s 
detractors simply had problems with 
Israeli policy was quickly dispelled. 
We hear scant mention of the 
historic Abraham Accords, signed 

by the United States, Israel and the 
United Arab Emirates on the lawn 
of the White House in Washington 
D.C. on 15 September 2020 - an 
agreement that resulted in the 
normalisation of relations with Israel 
and four Arab states. That Israel’s 
subsequent abandonment of its plan 
to apply sovereignty to the Jordan 
Valley clearly wasn’t enough, and so 
another charge was required – that of 
“de facto annexation”.  

Just two weeks earlier, as the Hamas 
incited riots were breaking out on 
the Temple Mount, the Ireland 
Israel Alliance was invited to act 
as a witness at the invitation of 
the Joint Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and Defence on the subject 
of “Settlements: Demolitions and 
Displacements”. Despite our best 
efforts, and with the invaluable oral 
and written submissions of Natasha 
Hausdorff of UK Lawyers for Israel 
(UKLFI), Arsen Ostrovsky of the 
International Legal Forum (ILF), 
Alan Shatter, former Ireland Minister 
for Justice and Minister for Defence, 
and with a separate submission from 
Israel’s Ambassador to Ireland H.E. 
Ophir Kariv on behalf of the Israeli 
Embassy, we were outnumbered by 
a slew of hostile NGOs including 
Al Haq, Sadaka, B’Tselem and 
the Ireland-Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign.

As was fully anticipated, the 
Committee recommended to 
Government that Ireland use her 
seat and forthcoming Presidency of 
the UN Security Council as a tool 
to further spotlight the Jewish State 
within the international community. 
Other recommendations include 
for Israel to be investigated by the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), 
for Ireland to demand “reparation 
from the Israeli Government for the 
destruction of projects where Irish 
and EU funding was utilised” and for 
Ireland to support the annual update 
of the UN Database on Businesses 
Active in the Settlements.

Former Israeli President, Reuven Rivlin, meeting with Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Simon Coveney, in 2017.
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Why is Ireland so hostile towards 
Israel?

During the 1920s and ‘30s Irish 
sympathies lay on the side of the 
Zionists, as the Irish drew parallels 
between historic Irish and Jewish 
suffering, remembering the painful 
experience of large-scale migration 
during the Irish Famine of the mid-
1800s. But perceptions changed 
when, also remembering centuries 
of British rule, the Irish perceived 
the newly formed State of Israel 
to look more like an illegitimately 
established colony established by 
British armed forces imposing itself 
on an indigenous population, than 
the natural and legal homeland of the 
Jewish people. 

In sport, the Irish have always 
thrived on the idea of being the 
plucky underdog overcoming 
insurmountable odds, and we align 
ourselves with others we see to be 
in a similar situation: in this case the 
Palestinians. It is our soft underbelly, 
ripe for exploitation.

Ireland’s complicated relationship 
with the Catholic Church hasn’t 
helped, with the Irish Government 
endorsing Pope Pius XII’s October 
1948 encyclical supporting an 
“international character” over 
Jerusalem and for supervision of 
its holy sites. Although Ireland is 
no-more dominated by the Catholic 
Church, the doctrine of liberation 
theology (it has little or no concern 
with the rights of the Jewish people 
to a protected homeland in Israel), 
banned by much of the more 
traditional and conservative Catholic 
theologians for the past thirty years 
because of its links to Marxism, has 
recently gained much ground. 

Despite all of this, Israel and the 
Israeli people can still count on 
many friends and allies amongst 
the Irish people, as witnessed by 
the outpouring of support for our 
pro-Israel rally outside the Israeli 
Embassy in Dublin on 30th May.
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“The more you immerse 
yourself in Jewish values, 
the more the secular 
paradigms of the hard-left 
or extreme-right dissolve.”

THE JOURNEY 
to Jonny Gould’s Jewish State podcast

I’m not sure what I was thinking 
as I uploaded the first episode. 
It certainly wasn’t “I’m going 

to build a programme on Jewish 
and Israeli issues in English, 
listened to in 76 countries”. At the 
outset, I was just searching for a 
journalistic project I could believe 
in, one that would challenge me. 
65 episodes ago, when I met 
Brigadier General Amir Avivi and 
Sgt. Benjamin Anthony in a hotel 
in London’s West End to discuss 
their “New State Solution” (an 
extraordinary carve-up of land 
which might one day lead to a 
sovereign Palestine spanning 
from Gaza to the Northern Sinai), 
I cycled to their hotel with an 
ancient handheld audio recorder 
and mixing deck. Thus, the first 
episode was born.
 
The listenership and feedback 
took me aback with 1500 listeners 
in the first week alone. Now 
what? I’d challenged myself to a 
game of content poker. “Who’s 
next?”, they asked. They still do. 
I had audience expectation like 
a football manager in need of 
a result. I racked my brains for 
potential guests, and that’s when 
it came to me. My friend Mark 
Lewis, Britain’s most high-profile 
libel lawyer who had recently 
made Aliyah with his partner, 
Mandy Blumenthal about a year 
before. Let’s check in with Mark. 
He’s always got something to say. 
Episode 2. Kerching.  

The quest for the Royal Flush has 
never stopped: Jonny Gould’s 

Jewish State is all about the most 
topical guests and their stories. 
What it’s done and what I always 
wanted it to do was demystify 
the condition of being Jewish 
and/or Israeli to a worldwide 
audience. So many lies are told, 
so I thought, “I’m going to sound 
English and cross borders with 
cogent, intelligent, regular voices 
of universal human values with 
Judaism at their core”. “For those 
who listen, for those who are 
willing to listen” is Jonny Gould’s 
Jewish State strapline. 
 
My podcast’s title is in and 
of itself a subtle joke. It’s not 
particularly named for a Zionist 
campaign of Jewish self-
determination (though it is a 
Zionist and Jewish podcast), 
Jonny Gould’s Jewish State is 
the state of MY Jewishness! So 
subtle in fact, that my French wife 
Karine can’t translate the play on 
words into her native tongue!  
 
The kernel for a Jewish public 
service programme started when 
I was 23, working at the BBC 
World Service. I realised the sheer 
power of the English language 
to cross boundaries. By jove, 
“Received Pronunciation” carries! 
I used to present football and my 
friends on their gap years told 
me they were listening to me 
while in Timbuktu. Before that, in 
teenagehood, I’d been ploughing 
local radio newsrooms in my 
native Birmingham. In those salad 
days, sports presenting put me in 
the same studio as pioneers from 

another age, Paddy Feeney and 
Pamela Crichton, Home and 
World Service legends with 
improbable accents, to name but 
two.  
 
I’m not that old, but I feel like 
I’m carrying the baton from a 
long-gone age into an unknown 
future. There were the LBC years 
alongside greats like Robbie 
Vincent, Pete Murray, Frank 
Bough and Angela Rippon. 
I accumulated fast-track 
experience, imbibing their 
composure working close-up with 
them each day. Later on, I hosted 
football shows for ITV and, more 
recently, during spells at Radio 2, 
talkSPORT and Smooth Radio, I 
was an outspoken news reviewer 
on Eamonn Holmes’s Sunrise 
show on Sky News. 
 
All of this is dwarfed by two-and-
a-half decades building a sports 
and business news network called 
Sportsmedia, which provided 
bulletins to 150 local and national 
stations across the UK. We had 
a five studio newsroom and a 
commitment to providing local 
news to every region. Every 
mission in journalism adds a 

ADVOCACY
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layer of understanding to the next 
career stage. 
 
Neither conservative or 
progressive, Jonny Gould’s 
Jewish State’s priority is to pick 
out stories, not agendas. I rarely 
interrupt my guests. I just try to 
steer them to a great answer or 
explanation. Of course, that’s 
not to say I don’t frame the 
show within editorial pillars. 
I’m certainly not going 
to argue with anti-Zionists, 
although one of my guests 
probably was, though that wasn’t 
the story. Having said that, it’s 
always about the story!
 
And that’s the thing with being 
Jewish. The more you immerse 
yourself in Jewish values, the 
more the secular paradigms 
of the hard-left or extreme-
right dissolve. Hen Mazzig is 
an example. One of the many 
good friends I’ve made from this 

Meeting Her Excellency Tzipi Hotovely, Ambassador of Israel to the United Kingdom, earlier this year

journey, I titled his episode, “true 
progressive or bad progressive?”. 
Among other things, it was an 
examination of how an LGBT 
Israeli means you’re excluded 
from inclusion - and it’s not 
easy for Hen, as his Mizrahi 
background demands the 
justice of a Jewish State, while 
also believing in a Palestinian 
state. Pick that one out the 
net: intersectionals!  
 
Then there’s Colonel Richard 
Kemp, who restores British 
Jewish faith in our country by 
urging all to “keep attacking”. 
A three-time guest, I’m proud 
to say has also become 
a good friend. Talking of Great 
Britons, I’ve checked in more 
than once with Euan Philipps and 
Emma Picken, hardy, consistent 
fighters against antisemitism - 
within the Labour Party.  
 
Israeli soft power, also known 

as Netflix dramas, has also 
made for captivating podcasts 
with Unorthodox’s Deborah 
Feldman and Fauda’s Itzik 
Cohen, AKA the inimitable master 
interrogator, Captain Ayyub. The 
mighty Mossad commander, 
Dani Limor who led the Red Sea 
Spies partnership with Ethiopian 
Jews helped emancipate them 
from deathly Sudanese refugee 
camps to a new life in Israel, was 
one of the most extraordinary.  
 
It was the first time Dani had 
ever spoken worldwide (in any 
language, but for five minutes 
on a wobbly iPhone in his 
native Uruguayan Spanish). 
We broke off for45 minutes so 
he could recite the final night 
of “shloshim” prayers for his 
late father. He returned sombre 
and reflective. Some of the 
stories he told me he’d never 
spoken about before. The thing 
about this adventure is that good 
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In conversation with His Excellency Ferenc Kumin, Ambassador of Hungary to the United 
Kingdom

people bring me the stories and 
interviewees: the BBC’s online 
Middle East correspondent, 
Raffi Berg who wrote Red Sea 
Spies, set this up for me. Jason 
Greenblatt, architect of the 
Trump Administration’s Peace 
to Prosperity Plan for the 
Palestinian and Israeli Peoples 
made for a dignified explanation 
of the Abraham Accords and 
arranged by my extraordinary pal, 
Lawrence Ryz (I don’t know how 
he does it). 

And of course, not all my guests 
are Jewish. Nor should they be. 
Ed Husain gifted our listeners a 
Muslim slant on Purim, by praying 
that the days of Mordechai 
and Esther should return to 
modern-day Persia. That, and 
he predicted the Abraham 
Accords a full year before the 
UAE and Bahrain signed up to it. 
Jassem Tamim’s the extraordinary 
Salafi Muslim studying the Koran 
to find justification in his holy 
scriptures to support the Jewish 
State. You read that correctly.  
 
The audience data is big enough 
to make sense. 84% of it comes 
from the UK, the US and then 
Israel. Canada, Australia and 
Ireland bring up the rear. But it’s 
where the podcast’s also listened 
to which spurs me on. I have 
regular listeners in Saudi, the 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain 
and Egypt. But when Iran, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Syria and even Jenin in 
the Palestinian Authority also 
pop up, I know I’m on to 
something. “I can’t walk there 
– but I sure can talk there” is a 
competing strapline for the future!  
 
Two Israeli ambassadors have 
served in the UK since the 
podcast launched, both have 
been interviewed and the UAE 
Ambassador to the UK, Mansoor 
Abulhoul celebrated normalisation 

with me just three weeks after the 
Washington signings. But perhaps 
it’s the story of the Hungarian 
Ambassador and what happened 
after it, which makes one  wonder 
if someone upstairs is my 
managing editor. His Excellency, 
Ferenc Kumin described the 
“Hungarian Holocaust” on several 
occasions during an emotionally 
charged interview, in which 
he referred to the present-day 
chasidim as “compatriots”. The 
purpose of the interview was to 
reach out to Israel as a key ally 
from inside the European Union, 
while confronting their terrible 
1944. 434,000 Hungarian Jews 
were sent to extermination camps 
in nine summer weeks.  
 
Then this. I interviewed Anne 
Frank’s stepsister, Eva Schloss, 
who when I described what the 
Hungarian Ambassador had said, 
she replied simply, “Yes, he’s 
right. I saw it. I saw the Hungarian 

Jews arriving in the concentration 
camp”. The worst events of the 
twentieth century described in 
such a matter of fact way by an 
eyewitness.
 
I seek donations for my work, 
even if it’s a labour of love, a 
calling, a duty to be as good as 
it can be. It takes time but it’s so 
worth it. Especially, when people 
like an episode and send it to 
their friends to listen to. Theodore 
Herzl’s “if you will it, it is no 
dream” inspired turning the 
Jewish State into a reality. I like 
that.
...........................................................

ARTICLE BY JONNY GOULD

Jonny Gould is an experienced 
broadcaster and hosts the ever 
popular Jonny Gould’s Jewish 
State podcast. To download, 
search for “Jonny Gould’s 
Jewish State” wherever you get 
your podcasts.
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NARRATIVES AND FACTS:
how the British media covers Israel

It’s often said that the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinians 
has multiple fronts, with the media war being no less important than the 
physical battlefield. With Hamas unable to defeat Israel militarily, the terror 

organisation that rules Gaza seeks to manipulate the public conversation to its 
advantage by appealing to misguided sentiments of “fairness” and “justice.” 
Those following the story closely, however, should easily see through this ploy.
 
For example, after seeing his projected lead dwindle dangerously in April, 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas called off the first Palestinian elections 
in over 15 years just weeks before they were due to be held. Furious at being 
denied the chance to gain political power, Hamas vowed to demonstrate its 
credentials as the “true” leadership of the Palestinian people. All this is well-
documented in the Israeli and Palestinian media. Weeks later, seeking to assert 
its relevance, Hamas fired rockets at Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, destabilising 
the region and dragging it into a fierce eleven-day conflict. But media reports 
repeatedly failed to note the crucial background outlined above.
 
For years, many Jews and supporters of Israel have accused the media as 
a whole of being hostile to Israel, and unfairly and improperly portraying 
events in the Middle East. As a rule, I personally prefer identifying individual 
journalists and news outlets, holding them responsible for specific failings, 
rather than railing against the entire industry, as if there is a media conspiracy 
against Israel.

“This research marks a 
seminal moment in analysis 
of media coverage in the 
UK regarding Israel. For 
the first time, claims that 
the media is hostile to Israel 
and indeed to the facts are 
grounded in cold, hard 
statistics. ”

A typical BBC headline downplays the context of Palestinian rioting
Unreported: British media outlets ignored a string of Palestinian attacks on ultra-orthodox 
Jews in Jerusalem in the lead-up to the war

 
But the truth is that as a whole, 
the media does fail the public. For 
example, in 2014, in the aftermath 
of another escalation between Hamas 
and Israel, an article by former 
Associated Press journalist Matti 
Friedman in The Atlantic explained 
how the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
receives disproportionate media 
attention compared to other stories, 
and gave examples of editorial 
decisions that appeared to be driven 
by ideological considerations rather 
than journalistic ones.
 
Now, with the advent of big data, 
it is possible to back up this 
claim with numbers. In July, the 
Zionist Federation commissioned 
HonestReporting to conduct 
research into British media coverage 
of the violence between Israel and 
Hamas in May this year. Our findings 
confirm the suspicions of those who 
point an accusing finger at Britain’s 
leading media outlets.

 In the lead-up to this most recent 
conflict between Hamas and Israel, 
there was a wave of unprovoked 
attacks on Jewish civilians by 
Palestinian youths, with recordings 
of the attacks shared on the TikTok 
social media platform. Around 
a week later, Palestinians began 
protests as Israel’s Supreme Court 
prepared to hear a case regarding 
disputed property in the Sheikh 
Jarrah neighbourhood in eastern 
Jerusalem, which is also known as 
“Shimon HaTzadik” in Hebrew.
 
It should already be clear that 
there were multiple contributing 
factors to the outbreak of violence. 
However, media reports consistently 
downplayed certain aspects while 
emphasising others. While a 
search showed there were over 
1,500 articles in the British media 
about “clashes” near Jerusalem’s 
“Damascus Gate” in the period 
leading up to the war (April 13 to 
May 9), there were only 344 articles 

referring to “TikTok” and “Israel.” 
In neglecting to mention the trend of 
random attacks on Jewish civilians, 
the media as a whole failed to 
pinpoint exactly how and when the 
violence began.

Worse, after the much-vaunted 
Palestinian elections were finally 
officially cancelled on April 29, after 
months of speculation, one might 
have expected widespread media 
coverage, especially as there was a 
swell in violence soon thereafter. 

However, from 29 April to 9 May, 
the issue was featured only 370 
times in the media.
 
Any journalist worth his or her salt 
would have known that Hamas, eager 
to assert itself after Abbas dashed 
its hopes of making electoral gains, 
was spoiling for a fight with Israel. 
And yet remarkably few media 
reports mentioned the elections 
at all. Instead, article after article 
detailed the rise in tensions without 
referring to arguably the single 



September 2021 CONNECT 32

...........................................................
ARTICLE BY EMANUEL MILLER

Emanuel Miller is a Jerusalem-
based writer and analyst working 
with HonestReporting, an 
international media watchdog. 
He previously worked at the 
Jerusalem Post and Times of 
Israel and regularly speaks 
about Israel, media bias, and 
the Middle East’s geopolitical 
complexities.

biggest factor driving them: the 
intra-Palestinian rivalry between 
Hamas and Fatah. Similarly, over the 
course of the eleven days of fighting 
between Israel and Gaza, 31,700 
articles which included the word 
“Gaza” were published in British 
media outlets. However, only 1,700 
of them featured the words “human 
shield.” Again, an essential element 
of the story was omitted.

This research marks a seminal 
moment in analysis of media 
coverage in the UK regarding Israel. 
For the first time, claims that the 
media is hostile to Israel and indeed 
to the facts are grounded in cold, 
hard statistics. The Hamas policy of 
hiding behind human shields, thus 
inevitably bringing about the deaths 
of hundreds of Palestinians as Israel 
sought to prevent the rocket-fire, 
was excised from news reports, 
thereby fundamentally warping the 
narrative.
 
Similarly, contrary to the simplistic, 
one-sided media depictions, Israel 
did not simply “storm” Al Aqsa 
mosque the day before the first 
rockets were fired. Palestinian 
rioters armed with hundreds 
(possibly thousands) of rocks, 
petrol bombs and fireworks, 
attacked Border Police officers and 
Jews praying at the Western Wall, 
compelling Israeli forces to restore 
order. But the statistics show that the 
media as a whole failed to tell the full 
story.
 
For years, it has been clear that 
Hamas deliberately and openly 
sacrifices its own civilians on the 
altar of bad publicity for Israel. 
When journalists focus on these 
needless deaths, without making 
clear that Hamas’ strategy of hiding 

behind human shields is to blame, 
news outlets give Hamas precisely 
what it’s looking for.
 
Finally, this article would not be 
complete without addressing the 
case of Tala Halawa, the (now-
former) BBC journalist who was 
exposed by HonestReporting after 
the excellent GnasherJew Twitter 
account unearthed tweets of hers 
that made light of terror attacks, 
antisemitism, and even featured the 
hashtag, “#HitlerWasRight.” After 
HonestReporting called out the BBC 
for hiring a journalist with a record 
of hideous antisemitism, the issue 
received widespread media coverage 
and the BBC was forced to open an 
investigation, culminating in Halawa 
being fired.
 
The BBC, however, emerges 
from the episode with no credit 
whatsoever – it did not apologise for 
having ever hired Halawa, her deeply 
biased reporting remains on the BBC 
website, and the BBC has offered no 
assurances that it will vet journalists 
before hiring in the future.

 Over the last year, multiple BBC 
employees have been found to 
have shared anti-Israel propaganda 
online, some of it crossing over into 
the unquestionably antisemitic. 
With the Beeb refusing to accept 
even a modicum of responsibility 
going forward, it seems that it’s 
only a matter of time until more 
deep-seated antisemitism will be 
exposed within the ranks of those 
working for the national broadcaster. 
It is essential that we remain 
vigilant and work together to keep 
up the pressure and ensure that 
antisemitism and anti-Israel is not 
allowed to fester in the media.
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Ohad on a visit to BBC News.

Tell us a little about yourself. 
What was your early life like and 
what did you do before joining the 
Israeli government?

I always wanted to be a civil servant 
and to work for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. After my military 
service, I studied Law with 
International Relations at the 
Hebrew University before joining 
the Legal department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. As a lawyer, I 
worked in the field of international 
law. My job was to advise the Foreign 
Ministry and other government 
ministries, as well as to represent 
the State of Israel in international 
forums such as the United Nations 
General Assembly, United Nations 
Human Rights Commission, 
and in discussions with foreign 
governments and NGOs. 

Less commonly known is that a 
key part of a lawyer’s job at the 
Foreign Ministry is to participate 
in inter-agency discussions 
within the Israeli government and 

AN INTERVIEW WITH OHAD ZEMET,
Spokesperson at the Israeli Embassy of London

present the perspectives within the 
international community to a certain 
proposed policy as well as different 
opinions regarding international 
law. All this is done with the aim 
of factoring those considerations 
into the decision-making process. 
International law has a significant 
part to play in decision-making 
as well as courts’ judicial reviews. 
The Israeli High Court of Justice 
is very active and regularly bases 
its decisions on precedents set in 
international law when scrutinising 
government policy. 

How did you end up joining the 
Israeli government and diplomatic 
services?

After I joined the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, I reached a conclusion that 
I wanted to be a diplomat and build 
bridges between Israel and other 
nations, as well as representing my 
country. I was delighted when I was 
accepted into the diplomatic services 
and informed that my first posting 
would be in Cairo. I found this 

particularly moving as my father had 
fought against the Egyptian Army 
during some of the Yom Kippur 
War’s bloodiest and most bitter 
battles. For one family to experience 
both war and diplomacy with the 
same country in just two generations 
is profound and was a deep privilege.

In Cairo, my main responsibilities 
were promoting Israeli-Egyptian 
economic relations and public 
diplomacy. Much of my time was 
spent working on connecting Israeli 
and Egyptian businesspeople. The 
potential for cooperation between 
the countries is huge. We share a 
border and have complementary 
economies which face common 
challenges in agriculture, water, and 
food security, finding sustainable 
energy sources, and much more. 
Having said that, overcoming years 
of hostility towards Israel was always 
going to be hard. A perception that 
Israel was an enemy of Egypt who 
sought to harm it, is still shared by 
many. 

While this hostility still exists 
in parts of Egyptian society, the 
Middle East is fortunately changing. 
Israeli-Arab rapprochement and 
the Abraham Accords show that 
many people see Israel as a positive 
regional force. In their eyes, Israel 
stands shoulder to shoulder with 
them against Islamic extremism, 
and has an advanced economy which 
can offer solutions to many of the 
region’s challenges.

How did you end up coming to 
London?

I have always loved London, and 
actually received my LLM (Master 
of Laws) postgraduate degree in 
International Law from University 
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extensive preparation where myself 
and the Ambassador would discuss 
Israel’s position on any issues which 
may arise. I personally found it 
particularly moving to see our first 
female Ambassador to the United 
Kingdom represent our country so 
ably in very challenging settings. 

Can you give us some examples 
of specific challenges you faced 
working with the British media 
during Operation Guardian of the 
Walls?

My approach, as well as that of Israel 
in general, is to be transparent 
and offer as much information as 
possible. In all my years working in 
diplomacy, I am yet to see another 
country engaged in conflict which 
matches Israel’s willingness to 
provide as much information and 
media access. 

Unfortunately, being able to 
access and provide all information 
on a given subject is an inherent 
challenge in conflict zones. For 

...........................................................
INTERVIEWED BY THE ZF TEAM

example, one operation Israel 
launched during this conflict was 
against a building which housed a 
Hamas intelligence unit alongside Al 
Jazeera and Associated Press offices. 
That evening, I was interviewed 
by Channel 4 and asked about this 
attack. My interviewer wanted me to 
provide evidence that the building 
was indeed being exploited by 
Hamas’s intelligence apparatus. 
In response, I posited that as 
such attacks are heavily reliant on 
sensitive intelligence which could 
not be disclosed, legal advice would 
also have been sought prior to any 
such action. 

However, sometimes people who are 
unfamiliar with government practices 
believe that Israel is trying to hide 
something, and begin to spread 
information as if Israel is deliberately 
harming journalists. While Israel 
is perhaps one of the most open 
countries for journalists in the world 
and certainly the Middle East, this 
is still relative to the fact that we are 
engaged in ongoing conflicts.

Regional conflicts are almost a 
semi-regular occurrence. How do 
Israeli diplomats prepare for these 
kinds of events, especially with 
regards to the media?

The best way to prepare for such 
events is to be as open as possible, 
meet with as many journalists 
as possible, and present Israel’s 
perspective to them. Sometimes 
people in the UK look at the 
Middle East remotely through 
their worldview without fully 
understanding the situation. Our 
objective is to communicate how 
Israelis feel, and as a result what 
they demand of their democratically 
elected government. We are also 
determined to show that while Israel 
faces many dilemmas, it is committed 
to upholding its democratic 
principles. This lies at the very heart 
of our values and is something we 
will always do.

Ohad at an agricultural exhibit in Egypt

“Israeli-Arab 
rapprochement and the 
Abraham Accords show that 
many people see Israel as a 
positive regional force.”
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College London as a recipient of 
the Leonard Sainer – Chevening 
Scholarship. It was a highly valuable 
experience where I learned a lot 
about British society, as well as how 
the country’s legal and political 
systems work. 

The position of Embassy spokesman 
in London is central within the 
Israeli Foreign Service and a 
position that many diplomats aspire 
to. London is one of the most active 
media hubs in the world, and the 
amount of coverage Israel receives 
there is exceptional. The impact 
media has on public opinion and 
policymakers is significant, so it was 
clear to me that working in London 
was a career objective.

Up until Operation Guardian of 
the Walls, what were some of the 
more memorable and challenging 
experiences you had in this role?

When I arrived in London in 
September 2019, I had the 
privilege of working with the then 
Ambassador, Mark Regev. Mr Regev 
is perhaps the best speaker Israel 
has in the international media and 
an outstanding and long serving civil 
servant.

Six months after my arrival though, 
COVID-19 suddenly changed 
the way we worked. Diplomats 
are traditionally sent out of their 
country to meet with people, make 
contacts, and develop relationships. 
The move towards working from 
home was significant, but diplomats 
must find opportunities in every 
situation. The fact that Israel was at 
the forefront of responding to the 
global pandemic constantly created 
new media opportunities. We are 
a deeply innovative country, and 

tirelessly worked to create new ways 
to produce ventilators, rapid testing, 
PPE, and much more.

Towards the end of 2020, Israel 
was the first country to launch 
a successful mass vaccination 
campaign. Our flexibility, 
institutional experiences of crisis 
response, excellent healthcare and 
of course close cooperation with 
the UK government created many 
stories the media was interested in. 
Through this we were able to deliver 
the message that Israel is a highly 
scientifically advanced country worth 
learning best practice from. This is 
exactly in line with one of my goals 
here, which is to try and create a 
dialogue with the British media that 
will lead to Israel being covered in a 
more accurate and balanced way, just 
like any other country.

Operation Guardian of the 
Walls was preceded by escalating 
tensions in Jerusalem. When this 
was happening were you planning 
for conflict with the Gaza Strip?

Part of my role is to always be 
prepared for any kind of event that 
will attract media attention. I am 
meeting regularly with as many 
British media outlets as possible 
so that they know I am their first 
contact point with the State of Israel 
when they are seeking a response, 
briefing from an Israeli source, or 

interview with the Ambassador. I 
must also stay constantly informed 
of the situation in Israel and the 
government’s positions on any 
potential issues at hand.

During Operation Guardian of 
the Walls, what did a typical day in 
your life look like?

During the operation, how to best 
represent Israel’s position in the 
British media was constantly at the 
forefront of our minds. This was a 
part of the Israeli diplomatic effort 
to expose the fact that we are facing 
a jihadist organisation whose goal 
is to create an Islamic state instead 
of the State of Israel. It was also 
imperative that we showed how, 
despite being faced by such a brutal 
adversary, Israel protects its citizens 
in accordance with international 
law and faces constant dilemmas in 
fighting an organisation that hides 
behind women and children.

Once Operation Guardian of the 
Walls itself started, the Embassy was 
immediately placed on an emergency 
footing. Due to strong British 
media interest, I barely slept for two 
weeks. Mornings began reading 
overnight news reports from Israel, 
then accompanying Ambassador 
Hotovely to a morning interview on 
one of the TV channels either SKY, 
BBC or Good morning Britain on 
ITV. Each interview began with 

Appearing on Channel 4 during Operation Guardian of the Walls.
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At 18:03 on May 10th, 
2021, I was at home in 
Jerusalem looking out on 

an increasingly tense city. The 
preceding weeks of Jewish-Arab 
clashes on its streets provided 
the backdrop for the latest 
subject of ferocious controversy: 
the planned annual Jerusalem 
Day Flag March through the Old 
City that evening. Suddenly, 
sirens warning of incoming 
rocket fire began to wail across 
the capital. For the first time 
since Operation Protective Edge 
in 2014, Hamas had launched 
missiles at Jerusalem from inside 
the Gaza Strip, immediately 
indicating that a serious military 
escalation was on the horizon. 

As Israeli security forces 
mobilised across the 
country, I was called by my 
former commander in the 
International Branch of the IDF 
Spokesperson’s Unit and asked 
to report to base the following 
morning. The IDF Spokesperson’s 
Unit - known as Dover Tzahal 
in Hebrew - is responsible for 
representing the military to the 
domestic and international media, 
as well as managing the IDF’s 
official social media accounts 
in seven different languages. 
The mission of the International 
Branch of the unit is to strengthen 
the legitimacy of the actions of 
the IDF in the global arena.

During my regular military service 
in the unit’s International Social 
Media Office, I was responsible 

A reservist in the IDF Spokesperson’s 
Unit’s Operation Guardian of the Walls

for operational strategy and 
research, as well as the English 
content published on the IDF’s 
pages. It was to these roles which 
I returned, this time as a reservist, 
for the eleven-day Operation 
Guardian of the Walls.

Whilst very different in nature 
to events taking place on the 
ground, the narrative war playing 
out simultaneously in the court 
of public opinion is also of 
vital importance. Operating 
in this high-pressure “digital 
battleground” is a formidable 
challenge. Within moments, 
every IDF tweet, video or graphic 
detailing the latest events of the 
operation will appear in the live 
streams on global news sites, is 
beamed up in television studios 
and shared by thousands, thus 
shaping the narrative of the war 
for millions of onlookers.

It’s no secret that the intensity of 
criticism of the IDF’s actions in the 
international arena peaks during 
times of conflict. However, this 
time around, the volume of vitriol, 
hatred and falsified information 
about Israel circulating online 
reached new levels. The role of 
celebrity influencers - many of 
whom are woefully misinformed 
of the true nature of events - in 
shaping public opinion on the war 
was more apparent than ever. For 
political leaders, governments 
and militaries around the world, 
this paradigm shift in the flow 
of information poses significant 
challenges which many are only 
beginning to understand and 
adapt to. 

In this context, many Jews 
abroad and friends of Israel often 
ask: why isn’t Israel doing more to 
get its message out to the world? 

“While very different in 
nature to events taking 
place on the ground, the 
narrative war playing out 
simultaneously in the court 
of public opinion is also of 
vital importance. ”
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Sergeant Lee during his regular IDF 
serviceThe truth is that in the social 

media era, Israel’s messages are 
able to reach more people than 
ever before. Over the course of 
this last war, posts on the IDF’s 
English, Spanish, French and 
Russian accounts were viewed a 
total of over half a billion times. 
However, these statistics only 
form a fraction of any analysis of 
the narrative battle.

For the majority of both interested 
and casual onlookers, the IDF 
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Spokesperson’s Unit. Benjamin 
was born and raised in London, 
and studied at the City of London 
School and University of Leeds 
before making Aliyah in 2018

will always be the aggressor 
and the Palestinians the victims 
in any such conflict. This 
perspective is shaped by the 
moving pictures of civilians 
tragically caught in the line of fire 
in Gaza broadcast around the 
world, eliciting sympathy for the 
Palestinian cause and provoking 
condemnation of Israel. 

Nonetheless, the emotional 
power conveyed by these images 
all too often overrides crucial 
context. The fact that Hamas is 
a genocidal terrorist organisation 
intent on wiping the State of Israel 
and its citizens off the face of the 
map is forgotten. The reality that 
it uses one of the most densely 
populated civilian areas in the 
world as a base for its attacks on 
Israeli civilians, purposely putting 
innocent Palestinians in the direct 
line of fire, is sidelined. The IDF’s 
unparalleled efforts to reduce 

civilian fatalities, by providing 
advanced warning to civilians 
before strikes are carried out and 
by using the latest technology 
to pinpoint terrorist targets, are 
not mentioned. It is this battle 
for context which underpins the 
narrative war that Israel is fighting.

With nuance absent from the 
debate, anti-Israel sentiments 
- especially on social media 
- continue to gain strength, 
quickly escalating from criticism 
of Israel’s military actions into 
criticism of the state’s very 
existence. This particular hatred 
spewed online quickly spills out 
onto the streets, as we sadly saw 
in London, New York and Los 
Angeles back in May. With this 
conflict providing a reminder of 
the increasingly relevant potential 
of social media to grab world 
attention and shape narratives far 
and wide, Israel must continue 
to strengthen its efforts in the 
narrative war in preparation for 
the next battle it will inevitably 
have to fight.
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A lockdown yeshiva 
experience
Since last year, the world 

has been upside down. 
Almost overnight, I found 

myself unable to attend my job in 
person, unable to see friends, or 
even enter most spaces without 
wearing a face mask. With the 
UK’s situation not seeming as if 
it would change any time soon, I 
made the decision to go to Israel 
and spend some time learning in 
a yeshiva environment.

When I arrived in Israel in March 
20201, the country was still in a 
state of semi-lockdown allowing 
me to experience all the joys of 
a quarantine hotel and Shabbat. 
After completing a period of 
isolation, I was ready to leave 
and finally arrived at my yeshiva. 
Perhaps what struck me the most 
was how it had been adapted to 
still operate in a COVID-compliant 
manner. Transparent plastic 
dividers separated each student, 
even when we were supposed to 
be learning face-to-face. Further 
plastic dividers had also been put 
in place to allow for “bubbling” to 
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Jodeci Joseph is a mental 
health awareness activist, life 
coach, and educator. He read 
Geography at the University of 
Hertfordshire and studies at the 
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Studies (Yeshiva Darche Noam)

How many yeshivot adapted learning for 
COVID-19 regulations

Jodeci (on right) with friends in Jerusalem

provide a barrier between living in 
students and staff members who 
commuted. This was strange, to 
say the least. It certainly felt that 
COVID-19 was driving wedges 
between us in ways we had never 
experienced.

Having said all of the above, I was 
just grateful to be there in-person! 
I had spent the previous two 
months learning online and not 
having to rely on the strength of 
a wifi connection was a welcome 
break. The addition of masks and 
students tuning in from their own 
devices around the world added 
another interesting dimension 
and challenge, but it was one 
our rabbis admirably rose to. 
Despite the obvious difficulties, 
we felt more united than ever. 
We became almost like a family, 
spending more time together than 
we had ever thought possible due 
to the state of lockdown we found 
ourselves in. 

I found that learning Torah 
together in a uniquely stressful 
time also had some unexpected 
benefits.  Friendships were 
solidified, as were the 
relationships between students 
and rabbanim. We became 
more focused on our learning 
due a relative lack of outside 
distractions, and I felt myself 
becoming more resilient.

At the time of this article’s writing 
in July 2021, conditions have 
somewhat changed. I am now 
married and living outside of the 
yeshiva. For a number of weeks 

all restrictions were lifted, but 
wearing masks indoors was 
recently mandated again. Beyond 
that, life carries on as normal. 
Physical and social barriers have 
been removed and guests are 
allowed again. More teaching is 
carried out online as the rabbanim 
have adapted, and everyone is 
enjoying the greater degree of 
flexibility.

While difficult, I have no doubt 
that spending a number of 
months in yeshiva during a 
semi-lockdown had any number 
of positive effects. Perhaps 
something we can all take away 
from COVID-19 is that it was a 
unique challenge, and one that 
should only make us better and 
more resilient. 

CULTURE

A FAREWELL 
Summer Ulpan Party

This year’s Annual World 
Zionist Organisation UK 
(WZO UK) Summer Party, 

held in partnership with the Zionist 
Federation, proved to be a pivotal 
one. After 16 months of pandemic 
related restrictions, this Summer 
Party was a live event in its truest 
form which saw over 200 people in 
attendance at the JW3 in London. 

Students and teachers from the joint 
WZO UK and ZF Ulpan classes 
came together to celebrate the 
achievements of the outgoing Head 
of WZO UK Delegation Izchak 
Sonnenschein who, after a 3.5-year 
tenure in the UK, was returning to 
Israel.

Izchak oversaw the growth of the 
Ulpanim classes and together with 
the ZF, presented a broad and varied 
range of events and programmes  
covering Aliyah, Zionist culture, 
history and education programmes, 
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ARTICLE BY STEVE WINSTON 

AND DALIA HAJIOFF

From L to R: Shimon Cohen, Marina Ko-
ritny,  Izchak Sonnenschein, Noam Reef
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Included in this fitting send off for 
Izchak were unique performances of 
Israeli and West End Musicals from 
Salach Shabati to La Miserable and 
Mama Mia, as well as the acclaimed 
2017 Britain’s Got Talent finalists - 
Magicians DNA.

Congratulations came from the 
President Isaac Herzog, the Israeli 
Ambassador Tzipi Hotoveli,  
Chairman of the WZO Yaakov 
Hagoel, Head of the WZO Aliyah 
Promotion Department, Marina 
Koritny and CEO of Ofek Israeli 
Shimon Cohen. 

With lots of Israeli style food, drinks 
and music, this event proved a fitting 
tribute to end the term of Ulpan 
classes and a fond farewell to Izchak 
who said:

“My sincere thanks and appreciation 
to my friend and colleague Dima 
Mevzos, my colleagues at the Zionist 
Federation, and all those who helped 
set up the WZO’s representative 
office in the UK -  a very warm and 
loving community.”

Both the WZO UK and ZF look 
forward to welcoming the incumbent 
Head of the WZO UK Delegation, 
Noam Reef and his family in the 
coming weeks.

ZF EVENTS
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Israeli solar technology 
and sustainability 

As climate change becomes an 
increasingly pressing issue, 
governments across the world 

are being forced to react and enact 
comprehensive countermeasures to 
guarantee a more sustainable future. 
Israel is no different, and one of its 
current sustainability objectives is 
for 30% of electricity to be derived 
from renewable sources by 2030.

Whilst this may fall short of 
obligations stipulated under the 
Paris Agreement, Israel is still a 
world-leader in developing high-
tech solutions to climate change. 
Here are just three examples of how 
Israel is promoting sustainability 
with innovative solar-based 
technology.
 
Tall solar towers
A solar power tower consists of 
a tower, moveable mirrors called 

heliostats, liquids which can 
evaporate, and a turbine. It utilises 
solar power in a more space-efficient 
manner than traditional solar panels. 
The heliostats focus the sun’s 
rays creating intense heat in the 
“collector tower”, rather similarly to 
burning fossil fuels. The heat can be 
used to produce steam, which turns a 
turbine to generate electricity.

While solar power towers are not a 
specifically Israeli technology (they 
were tested in the US as early as 
1978 ), Israel did lay claim to the 
tallest model in the world in 2018. 
At 260 meters, the Ashalim Plot B 
tower in the Negev is able to power 
120,000 homes using 50,600 
computer-controlled heliostats. It 
generates 320,000,000kWh per 
year. If your home is “average”, you 
probably use around 3-4,000kWh 
over the same period, so this 

represents significant amounts of 
energy. 

In 2020, the Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park was 
developed in the UAE, topping the 
Ashalim Plot B by just 2.44 meters. 
It looks like Israel will have to 
(literally) up its game if it wants to be 
a world leader in tall solar towers.

Energy from orchards
Feeding the population of the future 
is a considerable global challenge, 
especially for densely populated 
countries such as Israel. When the 
need for land-hungry energy sources 
(i.e. solar) is factored for, it becomes 
apparent that serious innovation is 
required.

The Israel-based Doral Group 
addresses this by integrating solar 
power technology into orchards. 

“It all contributes to the 
reduction of expensive and 
environmentally damag-
ing agricultural processes, 
ensuring we can sustaina-
bly meet the consumption 
needs of the future”
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They work with individual farmers 
to create the bespoke infrastructure 
required. In essence, this is placing 
arrays of solar panels a few metres 
apart from each other with healthy 
crops growing in between them. 
Ground sheets are laid around 
the crops to prevent loss of water, 
and reflect light onto the mirrored 
underside of the solar panels. This 
means that the reflected sunlight 
makes its way back to the crops to 
improve their colour rather than 
being wasted.

Other features that this Orchard 
Voltaic Innovation can offer include 
trellises to control the direction 
of tree growth, and computer-
controlled water dispensers for 
automatic irrigation on the basis 
of weather. It all contributes 
to the reduction of expensive 
and environmentally damaging 
agricultural processes, ensuring 
we can sustainably meet the 
consumption needs of the future.

Save it for a rainy day
Peak energy usage doesn’t perfectly 
align with peak availability of 
sunlight, which means that solar 

cannot be used unless it becomes storable. When storing energy, having a hilly 
or mountainous landscape can be a huge asset. Pumped storage means using 
excess energy at maximum generation times to pump water to a high altitude. 
At maximum demand, the water is released through a turbine, turning the 
gravitational potential energy back into electricity.

The Gilboa Pumped Storage Plant in 
northern Israel

Ashalim Plot B in southern Israel.

Doral Group solar panels in action.

For this to work, a higher and lower 
reservoir are both required. The 
Mount Gilboa pumped storage 
project utilises Israel’s topology, 
placing an upper reservoir near 
Kibbutz Ma’ale Gilboa and a lower 
one near Kibbutz Reshafim. The 
facility is capable of releasing 
300MW of electricity to the grid 
in just 90 seconds, ensuring that 
lights are able to stay on. One 
exciting feature is that the tunnels 
for channelling water, as well as 
the pumps and turbines, sit inside 
the mountain itself. This gives 
the opportunity for both diagonal 
tunnels and vertical shafts for the 
water to flow up and down, so the 
amount of water flowing at any 

given time can be increased. It also 
hides the project from view and 
preserves the local scenery and 
wildlife, an important consideration 
as we overhaul the world’s energy 
infrastructure.
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You’ve heard a lot about 
Operation Guardian of 
the Walls, the May 2021 

conflict between Israel and 
Hamas. But here’s what I saw, as 
a British expat now working as 
an instructor for Israel’s National 
Emergency Medical and Blood 
Service, Magen David Adom 
(MDA).
 
It was Yom Yerushalayim 
and it was also my birthday. 
I had taken the day off work 
and invited friends over for a 
barbecue. Around half of my 
MDA colleagues who were 
coming were expected to arrive 
late, after a big staff meeting. I 
was putting finishing touches 
to the garden when a couple of 
friends coming from the South 
and Jerusalem texted me to say 
they wouldn’t make it. Then the 
work friends turn up from the 
meeting. Unexpectedly, they’re 
early. The meeting was cut short. 
All the ambulances had been 
handed out to different staff 
members, who would take them 
home and respond directly to any 
emergency calls, to supplement 
the ambulances which were 
already on scheduled shifts.
 
Then a couple of other friends 
leave – the army has called 
them up for reserve duty in the 
morning, so they need to pack 
and sleep. Half an hour later, a 
message comes around the staff 
WhatsApp groups that all MDA 
Youth Volunteers had been stood 
down for safety reasons. We had 

A BRITISH MAGEN DAVID ADOM EMT 
during Operation Guardian of the Walls

CULTURE

Dror Wayne during a quieter moment on one of MDA’s ambulances.

a good night, but it was the last one for a while. Operation Guardian of 
the Walls had begun.
 
Before I go any further, allow me to explain the operational challenge 
a conflict on the home front presents. Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) isn’t simple on a regular day. Responding in varying conditions to 
unpredictable calls, all over the country, with a workforce comprised of 
over 80% volunteers…that’s no small feat. And conflict doesn’t stop all 
the regular emergency calls – strokes, coronavirus, cardiac arrest, births, 
asthma attacks, allergic reactions, road traffic collisions, falls, or work-
based accidents. If anything, it may even increase them – the hidden, 
secondary effects of the trauma that conflict indiscriminately inflicts on 
the population.
 
The injuries from rockets and riots are added on top of the normal 
workload. And that’s before we get to the panic attacks and injuries 
sustained running to shelters and the car accidents from people driving 
erratically under stress. As I mentioned, there were none of the youth 
volunteers who usually staff a third of our shifts. More MDA medics were 
being called up to the IDF reserves daily. Manpower was worryingly low. 
Many parents – staff and volunteers – had to balance their commitment 

“I saw courageous MDA 
volunteers put their own 
fears aside and run into 
buildings that sustained 
direct hits. The buildings 
were at risk of collapsing, 
but they didn’t care”
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to MDA with being with their 
own children. And going to work 
meant leaving the relative safety 
of being home, near a shelter.
 
All this was happening while the 
very fabric of our society was 
being torn apart by hate, with 
riots and violence threatening to 
destroy us completely. I wasn’t 
in the field during this conflict. 
Most of my work for that week 
was in the office, rearranging 
courses, coordinating instructors 
and keeping logistics running 
smoothly. And yet what I saw, 
from my little office in the Tel Aviv 
MDA Station, filled me with hope 
and made me surer than ever that 
moving to Israel less than a year 
earlier had been exactly the right 
choice.
 

I saw a tiny nation mobilise 
in a way and at a speed that 
only Israel can. The Home 
Front Command mobile app, 
which sends notifications when 
sirens go off in your location, 
was downloaded thousands of 
times in a matter of hours. All 
MDA ambulances in the centre 
and south of the country were 
equipped with an extra two 
ballistic vests and helmets, so 
there would be four on each. 
Our colleagues in the hospitals – 
doctors, nurses and support staff, 
who I see working incredibly hard 
at the best of times – opened 
entire underground wards where 
they would be able to care for 
patients in relative safety.

I saw our citizens pulling together 
to support all the people looking 
after them, delivering food and 
supplies to MDA stations and to 
IDF units on their base, donating 
blood in MDA Bloodmobiles 
which was brought to MDA’s 
national blood bank in Tel Aviv, 
ready to treat all those injured, 
soldiers and civilians alike. People 
being extra sensitive about the 
noises they make, knowing that 
anything resembling a “boom” 
or siren could trigger anxiety for 
their neighbours. Indeed, under 
order from MDA Director General 
Eli Bin, we changed the sounds of 
our sirens on the ambulances, so 
as to not confuse people.
 
I saw neighbours crowding 
together in shared bomb shelters 
and in stairwells where there were 
no shelters, comforting each 
other, hurting with each other. I 
saw people indoors, near their 
shelter, run out to open their 
front doors and allow passing 
strangers in with them, lest they 
get caught in the sirens with no 
cover.
 
I saw MDA staff of all religions, 
languages and ethnicities driving 
towards the rocket fire to save 
people when the logical, human 
thing to do would be to run away 
from such danger. I had EMTs 
who had just graduated their 
courses and were waiting for 
HR to process them calling me 
up daily saying, “Nu, is there an 
update? I want to get out there 
and help!”
 I saw courageous MDA 
volunteers put their own fears 
aside and run into buildings 
that sustained direct hits. 
The buildings were at risk of 
collapsing, but they didn’t care. 
They wanted to make sure 
there was no one left behind. 
Government guidelines are not 
to leave your shelter until 10 

minutes after the sirens stop, 
but MDA’s medics were straight 
back up, back onto their vehicles 
and driving to save more lives. 
Because that’s what it’s all about 
for us: saving more lives.
 
Israel has some unique laws. 
The law “lo taamod al dam 
re’echa – you shall not stand by 
your neighbour’s blood” goes 
a step further than the “good 
Samaritan” law in many countries, 
by obligating every Israeli to 
provide assistance, to the 
best of their ability, to anyone 
whom they witness in a medical 
emergency. The 1950 “MDA 
Law” officially designates MDA 
as the National EMS and Blood 
Services organisation, despite it 
not receiving government funding. 
And we have the “Tel Aviv Law”, 
that guarantees you will not find 
parking in the city when you need it.
 
But when I got to work each day 
during Operation Guardian of the 
Walls, I had the unusual experience 
of my choice of parking spots… 
because all the spaces the off-
duty ambulances in between 
shifts that usually take up all the 
spaces were out with volunteers 
around the clock. And that was 
when I realised how privileged 
I am to be part of Magen David 
Adom. Not just an ambulance 
service, but a microcosm of Israel 
itself – an indisputable “light unto 
the nations”.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH HILAL TUBI,
co-founder of Tubi 60 Israel’s natural herbal spirit

What is Tubi 60?

Tubi 60 is a new herbal spirit made 
with high-end all-natural ingredients 
including citrus elements, many 
herbs, spices, and tree and flower 
extracts. It was created with the pure 
desire to offer the world an alcoholic 
drink that is superior to the rest in 
terms of ingredients, taste, versatility 
and – most importantly – effect. It 
also has a 40% alcohol content.

In short, it is enjoyable to drink and 
will most likely make you happy and 
quickly asking for more. If you are 
the kind of person who enjoys the 
emotional sensation of openness, 
joy, and connectivity that drinking 
alcohol can bring (done responsibly 
of course), Tubi 60 will be a 
gamechanger for you. 

What was your journey to creating 
Tubi 60, what did you have in 
mind?

Mine and my brother’s story begins 
in 2012. We are very close friends, 
and wanted to do something 
special together. When we started 
experimenting with different 
formulations at home, we had no 
idea where our journey would lead 
us, but we had a clear vision of what 
we were aiming for and why we were 
doing it. 

What drove us to this experiment 
with a view towards designing a new 
drink was a realisation that most 
commercially available alcohol is 
made while prioritising profit over 
quality. We wanted to do something 
else. When combined with a healthy 
DIY approach, this led us to the 
conclusion that if we wanted a high-
end state of the art drink, we had to 
make it ourselves.

Friends enjoying Tubi 60 on a night out.

How did the Israeli public respond 
to Tubi 60?

We didn’t widely publicise Tubi 60 
or run big campaigns. News of our 
existence spread between friends by 
word of mouth. It did take some time 
for people to understand what Tubi 
60 was about, but at a certain point 
we gained a critical mass of fans and 
supporters. Hype began to spread 
like wildfire with Tubi 60 becoming 
enormously popular at local nightlife 
spots. The Israeli public were in love 
with this new, fresh-tasting drink 
that made them happy and was also 
locally produced!

As Tubi 60 was happening here in 
Israel, it was right from the start that 
people perceived and related to the 
concept behind it. That concept 
is if you have positive goals, you 
work hard to realise them, elevate 
other peoples’ lives with it and 
conduct business in a fair, decent, 

and accessible way, then you can 
definitely succeed and make a 
change. This notion and how it 
reflects in Tubi 60’s development 
and story helped spread the word 
and ultimately grow support.

How have you found reaching the 
international market?

It’s an ongoing challenge. 
Sometimes we find ourselves moving 
very fast and shipping Tubi 60 to a 
new market every few months. At 
other times things are slower and 
require more patience. One thing 
we have consistently found is that 
while every country has its own 
market structure, regulations and 
challenges, people tend to have more 
in common with each other than they 
think. Most people everywhere like 
to have fun, party, enjoy life and a 
good drink.

Our main challenge when we enter a 
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“It was created with the 
pure desire to offer the 
world an alcoholic drink 
that is superior to the rest 
in terms of ingredients, 
taste, versatility and – most 
importantly – effect...”

new market is how fast we can get the 
greatest number of people to try 
Tubi 60. From there, it does the rest.

What from Israel does Tubi 
60 represent and bring to 
international drinkers?

There are two main ways to answer 
this question. The first is taste. Tubi 
60 is packed with natural flavours. 
Both citrusy and herbal, it covers 
the whole of the flavour spectrum. 
It is so unique that for some, it can 

take a few seconds to process the 
complexity of its flavour.

The second is that Tubi 60 is a 
very practical and “straight to the 
point” drink. If you like luxury and 
glamour, it isn’t the drink for you. If 
you want to display your knowledge 
of alcohol intricacies and variations 
of spirits, then other drinks would 
serve you better. 

Having said that, if you are looking 
for a drink that is all about the 
experience, making people happy, 
and eliciting the most uplifting and 
positive feeling a spirit can provide, 
Tubi 60 is the best choice you can 
make!
 
We’ve heard that Tubi 60 
doesn’t give hangovers and is 
hallucinogenic. Can you comment 
on these claims?

Ha! Sure. About hangovers, I often 

hear this too. I avoid using the word 
“doesn’t” because you can even get a 
hangover from eating too much fruit, 
for example. My only advice and 
comment here would be that if you 
drink Tubi 60 without mixing it with 
other alcoholic drinks and when not 
dehydrated, then you have a lesser 
chance of getting a hangover. As for 
being a hallucinogenic…I wish!

How do you recommend people 
best enjoy Tubi 60? 
This really depends on personal 
preference. It is very enjoyable 
as both a freezer-chilled shot or 
mixed in a high-ball glass. Over the 
past year, though, we’ve come to a 
conclusion that there is one question 
which really helps give the best 
recommendation: do you take your 
tea or coffee with or without sugar? 
If it’s with sugar, then definitely 
mix Tubi 60 with tropical, mango, 
pineapple, or any other fruit drink 
or juice. If you prefer without, then 
a Tubi-soda or Tubi-tonic will be 
life-changing. 

My personal preference for the past 
few years has been to drink Tubi 60 
with soda and I can’t get enough of it 
like this!

Do you have any closing words for 
our readers?

I’d like to take this chance to thank 
all the good people for spreading 
the word about Tubi 60 across 
the world. We are hugely thankful 
and appreciative for your trust and 
support. We love you too!

To find out more, please visit our 
websites: www.Tubi60.com 
and www.Tubi60.co.il. 
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MAKING BETTER HUMMUS

H ummus…the Levantine dip 
which is so beloved yet 
bastardised and abused 

with unwarranted additions 
such as roast peppers and 
even chocolate. Popularised in 
the UK by Greek and Cypriot 
restaurateurs and caterers, 
hummus is claimed as a national 
dish by Israelis, Palestinians, and 
the Lebanese. If you ever wanted 
proof that food can be politicised, 
look no further than hummus. The 
word hummus has its roots in 
Arabic, and strictly speaking only 
refers to chickpeas. In Hebrew, 
it is an Arabic loanword and 
shares a common three-letter root 
(hms). More colloquially though, 
it refers to a dish of slow-cooked 
chickpeas blended with techina, 
salt, lemon, and garlic.

Traditionally the preserve of 
Middle Eastern restaurants and 
balmy holidays abroad, hummus 
is actually surprisingly easy to 
make at home and make well. 
While a little time-consuming, 
the results are certainly worth the 
wait and by far preferable to the 
bland and texturally questionable 
pre-bought supermarket tubs of 
chemically preserved chickpea 
paste. 

Here are some of our top tips 
to making better hummus at 
home:

1  Always use dried chickpeas. 
While they usually require 

pre-soaking and a relatively 
long cook, they have a 

wonderful flavour. In contrast, 
tinned chickpeas are relatively 
flavourless and do not allow 
for the creamy texture which 
characterises authentic hummus

2 Slow cookers help make the 
best hummus and eliminate 

the need for pre-soaking dried 
chickpeas. If you are planning to 
make hummus, simply add your 
dried chickpeas to a slow cooker, 
cover with plenty of boiling water 
straight from the kettle, and set 
to cook on low overnight. By the 
morning, they will have become 
so soft they are practically 
melting, and developed a unique 
almost caramelised flavour
 

3 When blending your 
chickpeas, try to use a 

smoothie maker rather than food 
processor or immersion blender. 
Smoothie makers tend to suck 
liquids into a vortex around 
their blades rather than simply 
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circulation. This result is a far 
smoother and creamier hummus 
than is achievable with a normal 
food processor

4 Always blend your chickpeas 
while they are still warm. 

This is when they puree most 
easily, and waiting for them to 
cool risks gritty hummus. It is also 
worth remembering that hummus 
becomes thicker as it cools, so it 
should look thinner than you want 
while you are blending it

5 Reserve cooking liquid. If 
your hummus looks like it is 

getting too thick, then this is the 
best liquid to add back to it as 
you are blending it

6 After chickpeas, tahini is the 
most important ingredient 

in hummus. It should be added 
to your chickpeas as you are 
blending them in a raw state 
without having been diluted 
first. Raw tahini is easy to find in 
kosher and Asian supermarkets. 
Baracke is the best brand found 
in kosher shops

7 Hummus is best when kept 
simple. Classic aromatics 

and flavourings are fresh lemon 
juice, fresh garlic, and salt. 
Slightly more adventurous 
additions include pickle brine, 
cumin, fresh parsley, and a hint 
of jalapeno peppers. Once you 
start deviating beyond this, what 
you’re making isn’t really hummus 
anymore

8 Hummus is best served 
warm the day it is made. It 

spoils and dulls in flavour quickly. 
Ideally, it should take no more 
than an hour to make and then 
serve hummus. The cooking to 
plating process should be as 
short as possible
 

9 Aesthetically, hummus is 
somewhat of a blank canvas 

often elevated with garnishes. 
Finely chopped parsley, olive oil, 
and smoked paprika make for 
excellent colour contrasts which 
also offer good flavour

...........................................................
ARTICLE BY THE ZF TEAM

10 Making hummus is 
very much an art that 

takes time to perfect and adjust 
according to your preferences. 
Don’t expect your first batches 
to be perfect, but stick with it. 
The more you make it, the better 
your feel for what makes a good 
hummus will become. Enjoy the 
process, and look forward to 
being able to have restaurant-
quality hummus at home
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Thinking of aliyah in 
5782 or beyond?

 

 
Make achieving financial security and peace of mind

one of your resolutions for the New Year.
 

שנה טובה ומתוקה
 
 
 
 

 

http://ukaliyah.comuk-aliyah.com uk-aliyah.com

UK-ALIYAH.COM
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ELNET is proud to launch in the UK as part of a leading 
European-wide, pro-Israel organisation. We bring a fresh 
approach to pro-Israel advocacy, working beyond political 
divides to bring together Parliamentarians, opinion formers 
and policy makers in support of a safe and secure Israel.  

ELNET UK will work to strengthen dialogue between  
Israel, Europe and the UK based on shared democratic values 
and is committed to the pursuit of peace in the Middle East.

To find out more, visit www.elnetwork.eu or email uk@elnetwork.eu
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