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From The Editor

Welcome to the latest issue of  Connect magazine, 
as we start what we hope will be a very successful 
New Year, both for us and for Israel. 
There’s no doubt that, following Operation 
Protective Edge last summer, the need for 
grassroots activism is greater than ever before. The 
explosion of  anti-Israel hostility, with thousands 
marching on the streets against the Jewish state, was 
a shocking reminder of  just how common 
misperceptions about the Middle East are.
 
The hypocritical anger directed towards a fellow 
democracy that was defending herself  from 
fundamentalist terrorists has spilled over from 
simply being a bizarre opinion to a legitimate threat 
to Jewish security in the UK. There is no doubt that 
the continuous demonization of  Israel is linked to 
the rise in anti-semitism. Advocating for Israel has, 
therefore, become a necessity for the community.
Connect magazine is one of  the ways we hope we 
can continue to build a national grassroots network 
of  activists and advocates, by reaching out and 
showcasing some of  our work.
 
In this issue, our cover story is an interview with 
Sarit Hadad, who will be the headlining act at our 
upcoming Yom Ha’atzmaut concert. Every year we 
mark Israel’s birthday, and it’s especially important 
at this time to proudly celebrate the re-birth of  our 
national home land.
Of  course, the ultimate expression of  love for 
Israel is making the move to live there. We have a 
charming and honest account of  what it’s like to 
make Aliyah. And we’re always looking for 
interesting aspects that show the country in a new 
light - so in this issue we have a look at Israel’s 
wineries.
 
Last  but not least, we have a piece on presentation 
skills when advocating for Israel - so that we can 
share our support in the most effective way. We 
hope you enjoy the magazine, I thank all those who 
put this magazine together especially Chris and 
Amit. 

Alan Aziz 
ZF UK Director
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The comedian Jerry Seinfeld jokes that the fear 
of  public speaking is the number one fear in 
the world. Number two is death. That means 
at a funeral, you would rather be the person 

in the coffin than the one giving the eulogy. 

Nonetheless if  you have a few techniques, learn how to 
organise your presentation, and practise, practise, 
practise, you will be able to speak in front of  people 
with confidence and clarity. 

Here are my top 10 tips 
for organising a presentation 
 
1. Clarify your message/goal. What are the top one 
or two points you want your audience to remember? 
People don’t really remember more than the basic two 
messages. 

2. Know your audience. You must provide the WIIFM - 
What’s In It For Me -  for your audience.  Speak to their 
needs or interests, or why should they listen to you? 
Have they been to Israel before? Are they interested in 
politics, religion, technology, investments, culture, 
shopping, sports, food or nightlife?  To convey your 
message, you must be able to relate to their needs or 
interests.   

3. Use personal stories - people remember personal 
stories much better than numbers or statistics. If  you’ve  
been to Israel, tell them what you have seen or about 
people you have met in order to make your point. If  
you want to explain the situation in the south of  Israel, 

Top 10 Presentation Tips 
for Israel Advocacy

BY LINDA LOVITCH

for example, tell the story of  the residents of  Sderot 
who have 15 seconds to reach a shelter when they hear 
a warning siren. 

4. For your intro, you must wow people - grab their 
attention!  Start right in with a provocative or 
interesting story, statement, question, video or photo. 
People give you a minute to decide whether or not to 
continue listening to you.  You must make the most 
out of  your first minute. Use your opening to convey 
your message. If  your message is:  Israel invests a great 
deal in humanitarian efforts for the Palestinians, use an 
emotive story about Palestinian children who receive 
chemotherapy in Israeli hospitals, for example.

5. Have a clear beginning, middle and end. People 
remember the beginning and end more than the middle, 
so your message must be conveyed in the beginning 
and reiterated at the end. The middle or body of  your 
presentation should support the message conveyed in 
the intro.
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6. Surprise people with info they may not know. Many 
people outside of  Israel do not know that it is a 
democracy, with Israeli Arabs represented in all walks 
of  society, or that it is decidedly modern - Tel Aviv’s 
clubs are recommended as some of  the best in the 
world. Never underestimate the fact that information 
that seems common sense to you is eye-opening to 
others.

7. Be aware of  body language. People remember more 
how you say something than what you actually say, so 
you must convey confidence through your body 
language. Using hands to gesture and having a smile on 
your face actually affects your voice - it makes it freer, 
your intonation more varied. You should maintain eye 
contact with the entire audience, not just one side of  
the room. Try to stand comfortably with your feet 
planted in the centre the width of  your hips. This 
conveys confidence, that you are centred. You can move 

from place to place, finding your “middle” each time. 
Speak slowly and clearly. Pause between sentences to 
allow the audience to absorb what you have said.  

8. Add PowerPoint only after you have structured your 
presentation. Use it for visuals, films, photos, phrases 
that you want people to remember. PowerPoint should 
not have long sentences or paragraphs.    

9. Practise, practise, practise. Practise your presentation 
out loud. That way, you will know how much time it 
actually takes. You will also see if  the topics flow from 
one to another or if  something is not conveyed clearly.

10. Try to evaluate your performance after your 
presentation - what was good, what can be improved? 
Public speaking, like any skill, requires technique, 
practice, and evaluation. It is a process. The more you 
do it, the better you become!

“Be aware of  body language. 
People remember more how 

you say something than 
what you actually say”

                       Linda Lovitch
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About Linda Lovitch

Linda Lovitch is a media and communications consultant in Israel. She provides training in Making Effective 
Presentations, Media Interviewing Techniques and Israel Advocacy. Her clients include the government spokesman, 
Prime Minister’s Office, ambassadors and spokespeople at the Foreign Ministry, high tech executives, non-profit 
organisations as well as Jewish/Zionist organisations abroad, such as the ZF, Birthright, Masa, ADL, and AIPAC. 
Linda helps people convey their messages clearly and with confidence. 

If  you would like to book her for speaking engagements or training, contact her at lindalovitch@yahoo.com   
More information on her website: lindalovitch.com

TRAVEL
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Winemaking in Israel goes back thousands 
of  years, and today there are over 300 
wineries operating in the country, from 
the Golan Heights and the Galilee all 

the way down to the Negev Desert. Visiting them is a 
fun way to experience Israel, so here are five 
suggestions, all kosher, but please call beforehand to 
check opening and tasting times.

Matar Winery by Pelter, Kibbutz Ein Zivan, 
Golan Heights
Tel: +972 (0)528 666 384   Web: www.pelterwinery.com

Brothers Tal and Nir Pelter, who produce highly 
regarded, non-kosher wines under the Pelter label, 
established an adjacent winery two years ago to make 
kosher wines under the Matar label. A beautiful drive 
up the winding road from the Hula Valley onto the 
Golan plateau takes you to Ein Zivan, where you can 
taste their excellent Cumulus (2012), a red blend of  
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Cabernet Franc, and a 
delicious white Sauvignon Blanc-Semillon blend (2013), 
both priced at NIS 95 (£16) per bottle, as well as local 
goat cheeses made by Tal’s wife Einbar.  

Israeli Wine Route
5 Boutiques to Visit

BY GAVIN GROSS

Flam Winery at Kdoshim forest, Eshta’ol 
Junction, Judean Hills
Tel: +972 (0)2 992 9923   
Web: http://flamwinery.com/home-eng/

Flam is another family operation, established in 1998 
by Golan and Gilad Flam, whose father Israel Flam 
was the head winemaker at Carmel for many years, and 
focuses on producing premium, high-quality wines.  
Housed in a beautiful Tuscan-style building in the 
Judean Hills, their entry-level wine is the superb Flam 
Classico, a blend of  Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 
Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot (NIS 80, £13). 
Visits are by appointment only, with a tasting fee of  
NIS 90 per person (£15), or NIS 130 (£21) including 
a fine cheese plate and fresh bread.

Kadesh Barnea at Ramat Negev Winery, 
Moshav Kadesh Barnea (Nitzanei Sinai), 
Negev Desert
Tel: +972 (0)8 655 5849
Web: http://eng.rnwinery.co.il/3/Kadesh-Barnea

They make wine in the Negev Desert? Well, yes they 
do at this spot on the Israeli-Egyptian border, part of  
a Negev wine route that includes Sde Boker and 
Carmey Avdat. Kadesh Barnea, as mentioned in the 
Bible where the ancient Israelites camped, has improved 
its quality dramatically in the past few years and makes 
a good Merlot (2012) and Cabernet Sauvignon (2012), 
as well as a Negev blend of  Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Shiraz and Cabernet Franc, from around NIS 50 (£8) 
per bottle.



Matar Winery by Pelter 
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Galil Mountain Kibbutz Yiron, Upper 
Galilee
Tel: +972 (0)4 686 8748
Web: http://www.galilmountain.co.il/English/About

With a production of  over 1 million bottles annually, 
Galil Mountain is not exactly a botique winery. This is 
a joint venture between the extremely successful Golan 
Heights Winery and Kibbutz Yiron, and is located in 
a dramatic position in the Upper Galilee right near the 
Lebanese border.  Their modern Visitors Centre offers 
tours with wine tastings for NIS 20 per person, where 
you can try their top offerings of  Yiron, Avivim and 
Meron wines under the Galil Elyon label (around NIS 
100, £16) and their less expensive Galil Mountain wines, 
including a delicious pink Rose (NIS 40, £7).

Mony Winery at Deir Rafat Monastery, 
Judean Hills near Beit Shemesh
Tel: +972 (0)2 991 6629
Web: http://mony-vineyard.co.il/home_ENG.html

A unique operation, Mony Winery is owned by the 
Christian Arab Artul family and produces inexpensive 

kosher wines on land owned by the adjacent Deir Rafat 
Monastery near Beit Shemesh.  You can taste wines 
in their shop, from NIS 35 (£6), as well as the Artul 
family’s olive oil and olives, but the best suggestion is 
to sit outside at the wooden picnic tables and enjoy the 
products along with amazing views over the vineyards 
and picturesque Sorek Valley.

Gavin Gross is the former Director of  Public Affairs 
at the ZF and now lives in Israel.



COVER STORY
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Sarit Hadad Celebrates 
Israel’s Birthday with 

the ZF
Sarit Hadad is excited to be 
celebrating Independence Day 
with the ZF - as she discusses in 
this interview:

After 22 albums and a career spanning over 
two decades, Sarit Hadad (36) is still a star 
of  Eastern music and shows no signs of  
slowing down. 

Only recently she was named as the most heard singer 
in Israel in 2014, and in January this year launched her 
latest album, titled simply “Sarit Hadad”.

Sarit is coming to London to appear as part of  the 
Independence Day celebrations for Israel’s 67th 
birthday, organised by the ZF, and will be performing 
classic hits alongside her new songs.

Coming to celebrate 
After so many years are you feeling excited about 
the show?
Sure. As soon as I stop getting excited, I won’t be able 
to stand on stage. I get excited every time, from other 
people and the different energy.

What else will be in the show? 
I come with my band who have been accompanying me 
for many years, both in Israel and abroad. They have 
been like family. In the concert there will be a mix of  
new and old songs.

Among others, I will sing “When the heart weeps” and 
“Shma Israel”... I do it with great love and it is really 
emotional to me. I’m sure it’s going to be a happy show, 
warm and fun.
 
What is a successful concert for you?
When the audience sing, dance, and enjoy

“I was lucky and I felt at the age 
of  eight that this is what I was 
going to do all my life”

Is the London audience different to the one in 
Israel?
For me, the audience is the same everywhere in the 
world. If  my music touches people and makes them 
happier, then there is no difference. 

What do you remember from your previous experi-
ences in London?
I showed up in London twice: in 2005, and for the 60th 
Independence Day at Wembley Arena, both times 
invited by the ZF.
It’s fun to come back to London on the occasion of  
Independence Day. It was so exciting to see a crowd 
singing and connecting to Israel; everywhere the crowd 
waved flags, danced and rejoiced. It was a powerful 
Independence Day celebration. I am very excited to 
come to London for the celebration this year.
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Living the dream

Do you feel there is a price for success?
I’ve already celebrated a 20-year career. I’ve been on 
stage more than half  my life. Music is a part of  me. I 
have been blessed by God to do something I really like, 
so I do not feel like I’m giving up anything really. 

What is the secret of  your success?
I think my great love for music. I received a great gift 
from the Creator of  the world and I’m glad I can share 
my love with everyone. By nature I am happy and 
optimistic, believe in the good and positive side, I 
always prefer to see the light at the end of  the tunnel. 
I think it’s also because of  my connection to faith. For 
me, the moment I go up on stage, I am so there. This is 
my destiny. I am living my dream. I was lucky and I felt 
at the age of  eight that is what I was going to do all my 
life, and then I adjusted everything. It is all talent, but 
also great faith, hard work, perseverance and diligence. 
It’s not as simple as everyone thinks.

Sarit Hadad appears at the Independence 
Day celebrations for Israel’s 67th birthday, 
organised by the ZF, and will perform classic 
hits along with new songs. 

The show will take place on Thursday, 
23 April, 19.30, in north London. 

Ticket prices: £15, £25, £45, £75, £125. 

For more information 
Email: office@zfuk.org 
Tel: 020 8202 0202
www.zionist.org.uk 

“For me, the moment I go
       up on stage, I’m so there”
                                   Sarit Hadad
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ALIYAH

What to Expect When
You Make Aliyah

BY ZAHAVA RAYMOND 

Everyone knows that feeling you get on a 
really great holiday - you don’t want to leave, 
you want to say there forever - but with 
Israel that feeling is different. Israel is our 

homeland, the one place we can truly be ourselves as 
Jews, and the one place we can really defend ourselves. 

I always get sad when I leave Israel, and I’d wanted to 
make Aliyah for years. On my last holiday here, in 
November 2013, I decided I finally felt ready to come 
here on my own, and it would be the last time I left as 
a tourist. But while I had decided I wanted to stay, that 
didn’t mean I wanted to miss my flight back. I never 
would have thought that the first hurdle in my Aliyah 
would be arguing with check-in at Ben Gurion to let 
me to the front of  the queue, so I could get back to 
London, so I could make Aliyah and come back to 
Israel again. It was very much a taste of  things to come!

After all, it’s important when you make Aliyah not to 
think everything will go smoothly and life will be 
perfect. I came expecting it to be difficult and annoying, 
and that way I don’t feel let down or disappointed when 
it is - I sometimes even embrace it. Overcoming the 
various challenges and hurdles makes everything even 
more of  an achievement (You founded a kibbutz? Well 
I opened a bank account and registered for health 
insurance!) and I appreciate even more all the 
Only-In-Israel moments that you get living here.

It sometimes feels like the bureaucracy offices in Israel 
deliberately make things difficult and complicated for 
Olim as a kind of  initiation test. To survive here you 
need to have endless reserves of  patience and feistiness! 

To be able to breathe and go with it when something 
frustrates you, but also to know when not to go with it, 
when it’s worth fighting it instead – and when Israelis 
expect or maybe even want you to put up a fight for 
something. 

Despite all the challenges here, we should remember 
that Israel is a miracle, and that for this country to have 
achieved everything it has, Israelis have to be ‘Sabras’. 
We could all do with picking up some of  the better 
Israeli character traits that make the impossible 
possible. It was not at all an easy decision to leave my 
family and comfortable life in London, but in a way, I 
felt like that was even more of  a reason to do it, to push 
myself, accept change, and take the risk to do what I’d 
wanted to for so long - make a life for myself  in Israel.

Sometimes when I’m travelling on a bus on the 
motorway here, I get that old sinking feeling I’d have 
whenever I leave Israel. For a split second I think I’m 
leaving. And then I smile when I remember: I live here.

My first Yom Yerushalayim 
as an Israeli citizen
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Things I’ve learnt:

You will need to figure out the opening hours of  all 
sorts of  offices (but  not to try to understand why the 
hours are so bizarre); to know whether the number on 
your ticket at the post office means that the 16 people 
in front of  you will take two hours, or if  the 148 people 
in front you already left and so actually it will be your 
turn in a few minutes; 

To know when it’s best to fake not knowing any Hebrew, 
and when even using bad Hebrew is better than using 
English. And then to feel proud every time you navigate 
a conversation with a dentist or doctor in Hebrew and 
leave with the correct treatments and some new words 
and phrases, like ‘filling’ and ‘I scratched my eye’.

To at least not mind all the cats (loving them too much 
leads to Facebook posts asking: “What should I do with 
this poor, sweet cat I took in? It wrecked all my 
furniture and keeps trying to attack me and I’m scared 
to go to sleep!”)

To be prepared for craziness in the supermarkets on 
Thursday nights, Fridays, and especially before Chagim, 
such as the Friday afternoon before Chanukah 
someone trying to “accidentally” steal your carefully 
chosen crème brulee doughnut.

To know that even if  there’s a war you will feel lifted 
by the pride and support of  your fellow Israeli citizens; 
by all the praying and learning and initiatives to help 
soldiers, their families and residents from the South; 
by the banners everywhere thanking the soldiers and 
reminding each other that we are stronger together ,and 
by the parody videos mocking Hamas’ scare-song with 
the catchy tune and ridiculous lyrics.

To know that yes, Israelis will get involved in your 
business. Meeting Israelis in my job, the conversation 
somehow ends up with them inviting me for Shabbat 
and offering to matchmake. 

To experience the way the whole country changes as 
we celebrate the Chagim - our Chagim; and to dance 
on Yom Haatzmaut feeling like it is the biggest Jewish 
wedding you’ve ever been to.

To know that if  you get a call from an Israeli charity 
and you tell them you will donate online, they will keep 
on calling you to remind you if  you haven’t yet done 
it -and when you do, you will get a genuinely grateful 
email full of  exclamation marks thanking you.

To accept that you might end up living in an old flat 
that has problems with the plumbing, electricity, gas, 
heating, and just to make things even more fun, the 
bathroom door falling off  its hinges. But even with all 
of  those problems you love it, because it’s in Jerusalem 
and because you made it your home, which kind of  
sums up life in Israel in general.

Zahava Raymond made Aliyah from London in 
January 2014, studied Hebrew for 5 months at Ulpan 
Etzion, and lives in Jerusalem. She blogs for the Times 
of  Israel at: http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/author/
zahava-raymond/

Going for a stroll at Ein Gedi

Celebrating Yom Yerushalayim at the Kotel








