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From The Editor

Welcome to the Rosh Hashana edition of Connect, 
the new magazine from the ZF that we hope will do 
just that.

It’s been a tough time for all of us in the community 
in the wake of Israel’s defensive war against 
Hamas. For a time it felt like I was living in two parallel 
universes. 

There was the one I saw whenever I checked my 
phone, my computer, my televison, to find out the 
latest update on the vulnerable country where friends 
and family ran to bomb shelters.

In the other universe there was the unrecognisable 
distortion presented by media, politicians and 
demonstrators, the distortion that fuelled the 
unprecedented wave of hatred we faced over the 
last few months. The distortion that we at the ZF are 
committed to fighting day in, day out.

Over the course of this issue, we’ll be touching on a 
variety of subjects related to the conflict. Sam Hailes 
casts his journalistic eye over the problems the media 
had in tackling Operation Protective Edge, while 
Alan Rubenstein gives a first-person account of 
visiting Israel when the missiles were landing.

Elsewhere, Paul Charney, ZF Chairman, discusses the 
success of our fundraising appeal for Israeli soldiers, 
which enabled us to personally deliver thousands of 
care packages to the men and women taking on the 
terrorists of Hamas.

Here we will also describe how we were able to 
rescue a group of performers who had been 
hounded out of the Edinburgh Festival by angry 
protesters – just because they were Israelis.

These were just two of our many achievements from 
the last year, a year which confirmed more than ever 
how important it is that we are willing and able to 
defend the Jewish homeland from those who would 
disparage her.

So from me, and all my staff, here’s to a happy and 
successful new year. I hope you enjoy the magazine – 
after all, we made it for you.

Shana Tova!

Alan Aziz 
ZF Director
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GREETINGS
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The Ambassador’s Office 
Embassy of Israel 
2 Palace Green,  
London W8 4QB 
 
  

 

Telephone: 020 7957 9508 Fax: 020 7957 9601 
E-mail: amb-sec@london.mfa.gov.il 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from H.E. Daniel Taub, Ambassador of Israel to the Court of St. James's 

 
I am delighted to extend my warmest wishes to the leaders, supporters, and friends of 
the Zionist Federation for a happy and fruitful new year. 
 
We are coming to the end of an enormously challenging year for Israel and all those 
who care about her, which many of us will not be sorry to put behind us. Yet it was 
also a year when we found out who our true friends are. Time and again this summer, 
the ZF took up the mantle of uniting and galvanising all those who support Israel in 
the United Kingdom. Through the solidarity rallies you organised, the campaigns you 
spearheaded, and the support you continue to provide to the vulnerable in Israel, you 
have shown Israelis that they do not stand alone and demonstrated to the British 
public that the voices of moral clarity in this country will not be silenced. 
 
The strength and unity that we have witnessed this summer must guide us in the year 
ahead. May the strength that we draw from our friends around the world give us hope, 
and may our dream of lasting peace with our neighbours be fulfilled speedily in our 
days.  
 
Shana Tova, 
 

 
 
Daniel Taub 
Ambassador of Israel to the Court of St. James’s 
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MEDIA

5 Media Mistakes About Protective Edge   by Sam Hailes
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When it comes to the mainstream media’s 
reporting on Israel/Gaza it is tempting, 
but unfair to make generalisations. 

However, it is true that significant parts of the 
British mainstream media missed some key 
components in the most recent Gaza war and 
even released biased and unhelpful reports. 

So when it comes to much of the media’s reporting 
of Israel, there’s plenty of room for improvement. 

Here are 5 things the British mainstream media 
often failed to mention or understand during 
the latest conflict:

Context and background

Although it is not possible for a journalist to give a 
history of Israel from 1914 to 2014 in a 3 minute 
bulletin, the media must try harder at explaining 
the background to the Middle East conflict. 
Without context the current conflict makes no 
sense. For example, how many people know 
Israel totally withdrew from Gaza, hoping it would 
lead to peace?

The effect of rocket attacks

Portions of the media underplayed or failed to 
explain the terrible effects of rocket attacks. Few 
realise that Israel has suffered a barrage of rockets 

since 2001. Even less are aware that 75% of children 
in Sderot suffer from Post Traumatic Stress. While 
it’s right that the media report the tragic deaths 
of innocent civilians in Gaza, they must be
careful not to ignore Israeli suffering – much of 
which has been going on for years unnoticed. 
 

fThe brutality of Hamas

By continuing to call Hamas ‘militants’, journalists 
minimize the brutal nature of the terrorist 
organisation. Hamas’ history and track record of 
killing, not only Israeli civilians, but also Palestinian 
civilians in Gaza was seldom reported. It may not 
be popular or even politically correct to explain 
that Hamas’ hate is driven by a form of Islamic 
extremism, but this is the reality.
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Emotive appeals are best left to charities

Jon Snow’s “report” on Channel 4 news may 
have moved his audience, but it didn’t inform 
them. While I am all for bringing the hard-
hitting realities of war to the fore, Jon Snow 
crossed a line. It was Jon Snow’s job to report on the 
emotions of the people of Gaza and Israel, 
instead he “reported” on his own emotion. This 
was not journalism, it was a charitable appeal. 
Both are vital in the modern world, but the 
two are different and should not be confused. 

The world’s reporting

While parts of the British media failed to 
understand or report Israel’s side of the story, 
editorials across Europe, the US and even parts 
of the Arab world were much more sympathetic. 
Worldwide, there was widespread agreement 
that Israel was fighting terror and standing up for 
Western and democratic values. Unfortunately 
that message was ignored by too much of the 
British media. 

Sam Hailes is a Freelance Journalist from the UK. He works part time for Christian Friends of Israel 
(CFI-UK) in its media department. He tweets in a personal capacity @samhailes



We are now branching out and offering 
specialised, ‘limited edition’ trips, including a 
photography trip for happy snappers and legal-
themed one for lawyers.

Our trips are fun, informative and even life 
changing, and attract participants from all ages 
and religious backgrounds.

The ZF has been running successful trips 
to Israel for several years now and due to 
their unprecedented success we have now 

started running two per year.

The focus of the visits is to give the participants a 
‘Behind the Scenes’ view of the country that they 
otherwise would never see, meeting with high 
profile figures who have first-hand experiences of 
the challenges and triumphs of Israel. These include 
politicians, journalists and security personnel.

Unlike most trips, the ZF is not affiliated with any 
one particular project, so our itineraries are varied 
and tailored to reflect recent events. Recent 
highlights have ranged from the i24 news station 
to the Mossad Intelligence Centre, ‘La traviata’ 
at the Israeli Opera House to the Save a Child’s 
Heart project at Wolfson Medical Center. 

Join Us On Our Next Trip                          By Ida Symons

TRAVEL
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Ida Symons is the ZF Trip Coordinator. For 
more information on upcoming visits, she 
can be contacted at Ida@zfuk.org
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We had a great holiday - yes there were five 
occasions when we had to run to a shelter, but 
we both felt so proud to be among ‘our people’ 
when they were going through such a difficult time.

I would not deem to criticize anyone who 
cancelled, but if you did, now is the time to 
rebook. The chagim will be with us soon, and Yom 
Tov (especially Succot) is a great time to visit; the 
weather is lovely and there is a special feeling 
being in Israel for a Yom Tov.

Remember every shekel you spend in Israel helps 
the economy and keeps someone in a job, so: 
think Israel, buy Israel, and fly El Al!

Being an Israeli at this time can be a very lonely 
experience; it seems the whole world is against 
you, so let us show real Zionist spirit and 
support Israel in whatever way we can. After 
all, it’s our country too, so book that trip and 
I promise you a wonderful warm feeling.

We had planned our trip to Israel 
some time back, well before 
Operation Protective Edge. Once the 

rockets started to fall, friends and neighbours 
inevitably began asking: “Are you still going?”
“Are we WHAT! Of course we’re still going! We have 
children and grandchildren living in Ra’anana!”

So the day after Israel had received a particularly 
heavy barrage of missiles, my wife and I checked 
in with El Al at Luton Airport.  When the flight 
manager asked if we had considered postponing 
our visit I shook my head – and received a smile 
which said everything.

That sense of gratitude was on display once 
we touched down as well. At the Dan Accadia 
hotel in Herzliya the assistant manager was in 
reception when we arrived; she hugged us and 
said, “Thank you for coming –not just on behalf 
of the hotel but on behalf of the citizens of Israel.”

If you have visited the beautiful Dan Accadia 
during the peak summer months you will 
know it is always full. This time though it was 
empty - there is nothing worse than an empty 
hotel- as they had sadly had so many cancellations.

As they say every cloud has a silver lining, and 
the service we received was outstanding, as we 
were made to feel very special by coming to 
Israel at this time.

A Great Holiday in Israel                            by Alan Rubenstein
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Alan Rubenstein has a media background 
and until his retirement was the managing 
director of the Jewish Chronicle. He was with 
the paper for 50 years, and is now a 
consultant to Hamodia newspaper. A council 
member of the Zionist Federation, Alan is also 
a trustee of Yavneh College and on the board 
of University Jewish Chaplaincy.

Howard & Ruth Rubenstein with their children Hannah, Noah &Ariela

Alan with his wife Beryl

TRAVEL
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ADVOCACY
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Do These Adverts Shock You?  

The ZF recently revealed how multiple 
adverts, designed specifically to pro-
mote Israel in the aftermath of Operation 

Protective Edge, were all rejected by several 
different outlets – including Transport for London, 
which branded them “too political.”

The decision to launch the advertising campaign 
was made in response to the unprecedented level 
of anti-Israel hostility in the UK following the start 
of the Gaza conflict. 

During Protective Edge we heard over and over 
again from our supporters that they wished there 
was some way to get Israel’s message out to the 
general public, given the inability of the media 
to explain how Israel was doing the best it could 
to avoid civilian casualties whilst facing a vicious 
terrorist enemy. 

This inability bolstered the perception that Israel 
was committing ‘war crimes’ and ‘massacres’ – 
misconceptions that directly fuelled the explosion 
of antisemitism we experienced this summer.

The ZF decided to take the lead and immediately 
began working on an eye-catching campaign
that would clearly and memorably make the 
case that Hamas represents the same brand of 
evil as ISIS, and Israelis therefore have no choice 
but to defend themselves from these fanatics. This 
would place Israel’s actions in the context of the 
wider struggle against religious extremism in the 
Middle East. Funding of £12,000 was available 
for the campaign.

When we made an initial pitch to the suppliers 
for TfL, however, we were informed that the 
adverts would be unacceptable on the London 
Underground as the concept behind the campaign 
was “too controversial.”

Undeterred, we approached the suppliers for 
billboards around the country. This time the initial 
pitch was successful and so the ZF hired a 
design company and copy consultant to create 
several different adverts. After a fortnight, three 
different draft adverts were presented – but then 
all three were turned down.

The ZF then began a lengthy process of altering 
imagery and wording to suit the supplier’s 
demands, but none of the modified adverts were 
deemed acceptable either.

For example, one which featured an explosive 
device on a breakfast table, to symbolise the 
everyday nature of the terrorist threat Israel faces, 
was turned down on the grounds that a picture of 
a bomb was too provocative - but then the 
supplier stated that one without the bomb would
also be unacceptable.

Finally, we were informed that there were no 
longer any billboards available in London.
 
We are very disappointed that these adverts were 
rejected, especially given the prominence of the 
Disasters Emergency Committee Gaza Appeal 
adverts which appeared on the underground and 
buses, adverts which inadvertently supported the 
notion that Israel was waging a war on innocent 
children, rather than targeting a terrorist 
infrastructure.
  
Following news coverage of our proposed 
campaign Andrew Dismore, Assembly Member 
for Barnet and Camden, stated, “We should have 
very clear rules about what is and isn’t allowed, 
to make sure there are no double standards. We 
need to do more to promote a positive image of 
Israel, if all people see are the adverts for DEC 
which effectively give a very bad image of Israel.”
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CULTURE
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The Israelis They Tried To Ban                   by Alan Aziz

Where do you draw the line when it 
comes to art? I found myself pondering 
this as I sat down to watch a ‘banned’ 

musical recently, as one does. After all, in a day 
and age when it seems like I can’t even browse 
my Facebook newsfeed over breakfast without 
seeing the latest atrocity video, censorship has itself,
ironically enough, become taboo. And yet here I 
was, settling into my seat, ready to be shocked.

The incendiary production in question was ‘The 
City’ – a hip-hop musical inspired by Film Noir 
– which had been abandoned by its previous 
venues, who, fearing for their safety, had proved 
quite incapable of standing up for principles of 
free speech.

On the face of it, the controversy surrounding 
this ‘hip-hopera’ was quite curious.  It was not 
intended as a critique, veiled or otherwise, of 
any government or politician. Nor was there any 
chance that it might cause offence, intended 
or otherwise, to any religious or ethnic group.

On the other hand, there was the fact that all the
performers were Israelis.

Now, I know what you’re thinking. Isn’t 
preventing someone performing based on their 
nationality a bit discriminatory? A touch racist? 
A little, you know, whatever that ‘A’ word that 
rhymes with critic is that we’re not supposed to 
use whenever anyone criticises Israel, legitimate 
or otherwise?

The boycotters claimed it was the fact that the 
troupe had received funding from the Israeli
government, rather than their nationality, that led 
to the calls for this show to be cancelled. I wish 
I could believe them. I wish I could believe that 
their reaction to discovering the partial funding 
was one of dismay, that upon finding out about 
the tarnished shekels they began to proceed 

through the Five Stages of Grief: denial, anger, 
bargaining, depression, and then finally 
acceptance that there would be no representatives 
of the Jewish state at this year’s Fringe.

I wish I could, but I don’t. Instead, I imagine as 
soon as they found out some Israelis had the 
temerity to visit, they started visibly twitching 
with indignation and only then starting rooting 
around for an excuse to try and justify their 
proposed actions.

So this is why the Incubator Theatre, the group 
behind The City, found their initial performance 
barracked by angry protesters. They were then 
unceremoniously dumped by their venue and 
reduced to performing silently on the street as a 
protest, the only sound being the chants of ‘Free 
Free Palestine!’ from the mob who -  even in 
victory -  continued to hound them. The loss of 
revenue meant that they were also out of 
pocket to the (now muted) tune of tens of
thousands of pounds.

At this point the ZF, as the leading Israel advocacy 
organisation in the UK, stepped in, partnering 
with the Israeli Embassy to secure new venues 
across the country for the theatre. And this is why 
I was in the audience for one of their sold-out 
performances in London.
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Like I said at the start, it was sitting there in the 
dark when I first started pondering the question 
of art and freedom of speech and all that jazz. 
However, I wasn’t pondering for long, as I was 
too busy being blown away by the amazing 
production developing in front of us.

Drenched in hardboiled noire and powered by 
boom-bap braggadocio, The City is like a fevered 
mix of Run-DMC and Raymond Chandler. It’s 
funny, clever, and gloriously, shamelessly silly. It’s 
also a major artistic feat. Given the sheer quality 
of lyrical verbiage, I was amazed to discover that 
the production was originally performed in 
Hebrew. Rhymes, cultural references, jokes (many 
of which revolve around word play) – all had to be 
built from scratch especially for this tour, given 
it was now performed in English.

What it wasn’t was in any way political, or 
didactic, or allegorical, or even serious. Unless 
I missed something - admittedly some of the 
rapping was quite fast – there weren’t any 
references to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. No 
one freestyled about the Jewish right to self-
determination in the land of our forefathers.  
The Israeli Declaration of Independence was not 
soundtracked by beatboxing. Bibi did not get 
any props, mad or otherwise.

And in a way, this makes the attempted censorship 
of this production all the more distressing. 

When members of the Knesset are threatened 
with spurious ‘war crime’ allegations when they 
plan to visit this country; when Israeli diplomats 
are shouted down at public events; when George 
Galloway refuses to even debate with an Israeli; 

these are all indicative of a trend that sees any 
support for the Jewish state and its right to exist 
and defend itself as an unacceptable position. 

The banning of artists goes beyond that.

This isn’t an attempt to stop the general public 
being exposed to Israelis giving their perspectives 
on conflict, terrorism, peace etc. This is an 
attempt to stop the general public being exposed 
to Israelis full stop. Exposed to Israelis undefined 
by their relationship with the Palestinians, Israelis 
who are not simply talking heads on the news 
discussing the latest round of violence. Israelis 
who are not the racist, heartless monsters they 
are all too frequently portrayed as. 

The planned Edinburgh performances could have 
shown how, amidst all the chaos of the Middle 
East, a small group of Israelis were willing to 
translate their production into another tongue and 
travel halfway across the world just to have the 
opportunity to entertain a town full of strangers. 
It could have shown Israelis who are not only 
extraordinary, but more importantly, ordinary too.

Instead, the whole affair has held up a mirror 
to the shocking levels of prejudice that the ZF 
are committed to combating. I’m proud of 
how we were able to work with our partners to 
rescue the Incubator Theatre and help arrange 
sold-out shows for them across the country. The 
incident has highlighted how much more we have 
to do, because if our enemies have their way, 
soon no Israeli voice will be acceptable in this 
country – rapping or otherwise.

Alan Aziz is the Director of the ZF.
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To Israel With Love                                    by Paul Charney

A few months ago I flew out to Israel to 
personally deliver the care packages that 
the Zionist Federation have put together, 

funded with the incredible amount of money raised 
and entrusted to us by the UK Jewish community.

As the chairman of the Zionist Federation, it was 
imperative that I made the trip for two reasons. 
Firstly, I hoped to show all those who have raised 
these funds just how seriously we take their 
generosity at an incredibly difficult time.

It was equally important, however, to let the 
soldiers know just how much support they have 
in the UK. If a pair of socks or a bar of chocolate 
made their time any easier, then that is what I 
would deliver, personally, to them.  

It is vital that Israelis know just how strong our 
connection is to them – no matter how many 
thousands of miles apart. We, their parents, 
friends and relatives, feel what they feel, and 
during times of conflict we always pray for the 
safety of our children. Paul Charney is the Chairman of the ZF.

To reinforce this, I took with me photos from 
our London rally, which attracted over 5,000 
supporters. I hoped that seeing these images of 
support from around the globe would give them 
even more strength to continue fighting, not only 
for their friends and family, but for the safety of 
Israel and Jews around the world.

The unity of Israel at the time, with vast sup-
port for both the government and its army, was 
echoed by the Jewish community here in the UK, as 
we all joined together under such immense stress. 
In an expanding campaign against Israel, we, too, 
were at the forefront of defending Israel, and her 
right to protect herself from the threat of Hamas.
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